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Societies are created by climate, geography, physical and biological
needs, and similar factors; they are made one by common traditions and
common memories, of which the principle link and vehicle — indeed,

more than a vehicle, the very incarnation — is language.'’
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Gregory Bateson, Steps to an Ecology of Mind, Chicago and London: The University 16
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5731 ;A Symbolic Analysis of Relay and Switching Circuits’, MIT, 10 August 1937
70V WK O N2 9K .<An Algebra for Theoretical Genetics’, MIT, 15 April 1940
JINRY PR 1Wwn 35 YW 070I12°R DOMRCN? O MIRPIT wenwn? 12770
Claude Lévi-Strauss, Anthropologie structurale, Paris: Plon Juillet, 1958

Gregory Bateson, Naven: A Survey of the Problems Suggested by a Composite Picture
of the Culture of a New Guinea Tribe Drawn from Three Points of View, Cambridge;
MR 79°%0M MPAn2 AYIR 7 ANwRY TN .Cambridge University Press, 1936
Gregory Bateson, Naven: A Survey of the Problems :N2nMni J1DIVO NNTIAN
Suggested by a Composite Picture of the Culture of a New Guinea Tribe Drawn from
N9 .Three Points of View, Stanford, California: Stanford University Press, 19582
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‘I would define schismogenesis as a process of differentiation in the :771272 777771
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Alan Dundes, ‘From :0”R TR (712°972 N17211°X11D NINDLIN) ORI 727770 DDA
Etic to Emic Units in the Structural Study of Folktales’, Journal of American Folklore,
™mIn YW J7ana DIRIOWT? DX XIDX 07T 5199 .75, No. 296 (1962), pp. 95-105
PINYN 232m Pw 07RITRT D007 ON3YEM (0771172 00 AR) 0°aXn (PIPYILRII00)
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Bateson, Steps to an Ecology of Mind, ibid, pp. 139 %1 .7P%171710 172yw 0°0wi
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TIPDN AN MRXT DWIM 07PN TREN NX 0791011 MR RIT 371 0227907
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‘Bali: The Value System of a Steady ,2792 72°y2 MXMAT 2117221 721772 187 . P IT2Y2
Steps to an Ecology of Mind, ibid, pp. 107-112 179902 State’
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‘Progressive changes of this sort we may describe as :JNX12%31 MIATAT7 N7 26
complementary schismogenesis. But there is another pattern of relationship between
individuals or groups which equally contains the germs of progressive change. If for
example, we find boasting as the cultural patterns of behavior in the group, and that the
other group replies to this with boasting, a competitive situation may develop in which
boasting leads to more boasting, and so on. This type of progressive change we may
call symmetrical schismogenesis’, Bateson, Naven, ibid, pp. 177-178
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David Lipset, Gregory Bateson: The Legacy of a Scientist, New Jersey: :1°2¥ N 113107
Prentice-Hall, 1980, pp. 192 ff.

NDPWR X7 ¥3 720 110U WK, AR DA 1 A0 1 INTAY AKX .18 AW VY IR 28
TPHT HY DOIANA YV T) T2 PN NYPLI DX 79V, N30 2w I Y33
NOMAT NPPDRLM MYV? 17777 NPAPWVNR 7977 (NIARY IAR NIIWH 12 29RMVPITVD
PRI 377007 [YTHY SPIX 11072 177 792 (AR N2IWHI T 1219 M7 M2Iyni )
DI Yav YW AyITa DAIRTOIR PRIIPTY YRwHTI IPARITIND MTANT 230w
.nan



MO0 YV NINPN | 64

MDA NI LARYPwn NAYONT MYRHRA DIPNK 070N 0IWwD NK
NYHLI NN P 992 Eandonn PYa Pw Mo Cnmmm N1ana 31N
(0LIPMIT 01PN ,D°PIP) 07VIOR 313P 2w IR 01D PW MATINT
minm Sw MpoRpIDd D3I AT PIAN LIV 3P IR LID YM 07X
DY 2VIORT TIT INNM O WK W NN 0°01°1, 11270 A3, N1PopY
30 (D°w3 7995 0723 YW 011 NN Dwnb) MpoxNa Yw 0912m°0 Twyna ma
Dapn (WHNT) NRA T AR TI? MNIWHn pOA N Awyna Pavm
701 VPRI NI TI? 7T W DN DR (7292 DpLT 1TR) APRWa
W IMNTIYH M 7YY - INET SW InnSIY 7m0 Dwn w1 mnna e
1M12°12 (‘PRYLID) NPOPYI TINKI 7Y (1950-1872 ,Marcel Mauss) 011 2071
12 YT 777 KD X710 NOL2 WK L1925 NIWA MR ARIW MHINNN DY NN
0w P MY

TAWnNIN NOV™A YR ARLwna IUN°0R "3 MINART DX D IWOR
225917 DR 712 WOATT R 09K /D3R DI DY 0apT POnR Sw
My3nR1 PP 95 DR MWL nwpana Yy nown 901 whw jpnni
systems) ‘MPDRNT MIYR’ 2w 717 MIAIDA DX 0NN D2IIRN 02313310
12 7R 12 Ypuw Do 71an P32 INRY 710w wpta (of holding back
TJNRY SPANPRI PV PRNDPRI0D L TAIDINIRD M Ym0
™3 ,M2I07 N2 MMD Or° NI12AY 03 12°7772 WR°2 %3 ynwn 1711200 93
WP°2 793 NNV PW NONI207 717002 0PRIDOK OOPARD MRON2 Ywnt
NPLDYPMT) NPLDPHIVTT NIYLI DX PID? NYTH KW NYTH N
0»L D DUDIVPRI OPN9P O°PH ,0°0ID P2 MNPV (MPUDORINM
MWART 77972 AYI120T NIRRT MWDK Py 0Tnya? ,07va%0
.0°%wn "2wn My v 71%0n% o My Hw Mvonn 1mayh nwpanm
RN W pLIPA? AWIN ANZ XIDX X7 Naven 11D0A VI NIIWORA
NP2 PIBYA HID NPT PIPY DR MIRI? w2 7121 MR 00T 172 OPPIARD
270 By onpRa mwn

2237 NPIIPY MPRY MPYAY ANy 92> WDX WA MINART Mo’ Yy

Bateson, Naven, Ibid, (TN773777) "N*101°07 MAYDNTY 1PN 2215 1313 AMRN KT 29
p. 176 ff.
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presented in this book takes a starting point in one single axiom, namely that every
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Because of this insistence on dialectical relations, the approach is known as dialectical
theory. When these theoretical considerations take an explicit starting point in language
and communication, we use the term Dialectical Linguistics. Dialectical Linguistics
is a tradition, which investigates all aspects of language and communication by using
a holistic approach that explores the interrelations between language, ecology and
society. We cannot separate or isolate any of these areas, neither in our everyday life
nor in our theoretical activities, just as we cannot separate our theoretical activities
from the world in which and about which we theorize’. Christian Jorgen Bang &
Jorgen Deer, Language, Ecology and Society: A Dialectic Approach, London & New
D25V 1OV™2 YW 1990 DOTIW INR? MW 0w1Pw? 1R . York: Continuum, 2007, p. 3
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Roman Jakobson, Child Language, Aphasia 111903 DNOW PrH ,j21 MR 072> D3R



71 | 120N Y MNPRN MVYN KXIN

ONWSw 0°3791°30 7w 02T MR 0°0P1T 077 0RALI0T DOV DR
Y - 'DDUNY ML - 00DV DMIVDHRDI IDL?A N0 ,N1DLY
TPV XD WRY ADWM AWYNT PAw LRYEIPA DYIPH 1INNY DPUPA0
YD VPYPENP BV ANNY NUNWLRLH ALY NP3’ ATV 1INDY 0772
W MM NPLRIDT MNRT 73 MYT? SNWDY Wi P To0nRni wann®
VP PENPT N2 PW MM 17 NIPWVHNN NPARIR 191 AR°0M TP I00N 1M
MR AN 0P Yan N2 MDY — M2AINT N2 Yavana cnnwni
5w 091737 YDA DX oW1 wd Pwn? 73 .an321 ApTPya nysan
N3 0% I 79K D2 OPMIP 0°Yana NPy AR 013, NINIIN MAINT
(PP IP°Y) PNIBKRI MW (D77 23100 DVINT RITW IMIP) T2
AVIDAN DR IAA? ORI wpan NPYDI LTI DU Pw 501D KI
X322 MIT? INY X ,712°307 YW A7112°7 PR 12 710 KW NDUN:
02108 YW NDNNWM NTMIR 72130 MYRHRA 177 Y02 n°nan
W PIPY P ONWLA TPEN2 oY W LIy Paw 277 1nTI mn®
oY1 .IDAPR> YW WP INDDN PP Y7101 720 DY Y0237 NI JI0IPR°
0°2°713 N°D°XDDT MAINYY °NIANT TPoNY ,72°20% ¥71on Ppwn PIvn
NPRD WY - DRT 10°1 070 MY — 7927 7IORA Yw mxnn PPeana
D°vann Yw Mavonnn noRwa Youk Ny Hp wmly a1 ovwn p JSaown
mM2°20 TIN2 YD) CIIONCT WRPAI NPURID MR Nw OUNRID
JIDPRY POXAW *11791°071 1207 NIA0NT TN IWRD (N0

,and Phonological Universals, The Hague, Paris & New York: Mouton Publishers,1968
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“To illustrate these :1171 NPLIAT ANONT "V*A2 72°207 2w 72977 P97 NR°N IR 40
complexities, it is perhaps worthwhile to consider for a moment the genetic problems
presented by other forms of communicational behavior — humor, mathematical skill,
or musical composition. Perhaps in all these cases, there are considerable genetic
differences between individuals in those factors which make for an ability to acquire the
appropriate skills. But the skills themselves and their particular expression also depend
largely upon environmental circumstances and even upon specific training. In addition,
however, to these two components of the situation, there is the fact that the individual
who shows ability, e.g., in musical composition, is likely to mold his environment in
a direction which will favor his developing his ability, and that he will, in turn, create
an environment for others which will favor their development in the same direction’,
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W. Blake: ‘A tear is an intellectual thing’
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biological system — the ecosystem’, Bateson, ibid, p. 468
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‘And then the student may be forced by the new system to look at the “Great Chain 43
of Being”, with Supreme Mind at the top and the protozoa at the bottom. He will see
how Mind was invoked as an explanatory principle all through the Middle Ages and
how Mind later became the problem. Mind became that which needed explanation when
Lamarck showed that the Great Chain of Being should be inverted to give an evolutionary
sequence from the protozoa upward. The problem then was to explain Mind in terms of
what could be known of this sequence’, Bateson, ibid, p. 349
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‘This identity between the unit of mind and the unit of evolutionary survival is of
very great importance, not only theoretical, but also ethical. It means, you see, that |
now localize something which I am calling “Mind” immanent in the large biological
system — the ecosystem. Or, if I draw the system boundaries at a different level, then
mind is immanent in the total evolutionary structure. If this identity between mental
and evolutionary units is broadly right, then we face a number of shifts in our thinking.
[...] Moreover, the very meaning of “survival” becomes different when we stop talking
about the survival of something bounded by the skin and start to think of the survival of
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the system of ideas in circuit. The contents of the skin are randomized at death and the
pathways within the skin are randomized. But the ideas, under further transformation,
may go on out in the world in books or works of art. Socrates as a bioenergetic individual
is dead. But much of him still lives as a component in the contemporary ecology of
ideas’, Bateson, ibid, p. 467
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‘Style, Grace, and Information in Primitive Art’: ‘I shall :?792 7100”2 Y¥X 72 %Y X1 20
argue that the problem of grace is fundamentally a problem of integration and that what
is to be integrated is the diverse parts of the mind — especially those multiple levels of
which one extreme is called “consciousness” and the other the “unconscious.” For the
attainment of grace, the reasons of the heart must be integrated with the reasons of the
reason’. Bateson, Steps to an Ecology of Mind, Ibid, p.129
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The study of literary evolution or changeability must reject the
theories of naive evaluation, which result from the confusion of
points of observation, in which evaluation is carried over from one
epoch or system into another. At the same time, evaluation itself
must be freed from its subjective coloring, and the ‘value’ of a given
literary phenomenon must be considered as having an ‘evolutionary
significance and character.” The same must also apply to such concepts
as ‘epigonism’, ‘dilettantism’, or ‘mass literature’, which are for now
evaluative concepts.?’
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The main concept for literary evolution is the mutation of systems, and
thus the problem of ‘traditions’ is transferred onto another plane.
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PRI 0°017 D3P URID DY 11D10K3 Juri Tynyanov, ‘On Literary Evolution’ P97 187 25
Ladislav Matejka and Krystyna Pomorska (eds.), Readings in Russian Poetics, ‘XD
.67 'Y NIX2MT .Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1978, pp. 66-78
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The concern with literary-environmental material does not in the least
signify a turning away from literary fact or the problems of literary
evolution, as some people seem to think. It means only incorporating
the genetic facts into the theoretical-evolutionary system.*
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Ejxenbaum, ‘Literary Environment’, 87,2927 W1PD a0’ 728w 2y 71 mMavy
Readings in Russian Poetics, Ibid, p. 61
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Guattari, The Three Ecologies, pp. 40-41 32

AW ARPN? NWNT R,/ NPDINWIP NIPPRIIIIDTI 1 M2 YD XKW DX 1T MUK 33
W 1D Do TNSY 44 DY ,OW LIPARIPR 710 RIAW 1, NIYDIN MY ARTR Yw
arp M WInm 173021, (o1 2w 1n1yn2) *3MT1 21013 YW NI IR Mxn?
7T PRIV AR IR .OVP PW MR NPSMRPONRa 00 N 01 bw mwn
“Ecological praxes strive to scout the potential vectors of subjectification and :7in1m2wa
singularization at each partial existential locus. They generally seek something that runs
counter to the ‘normal’ order of things, a counter-repetition, an intensive given which
invokes other intensities to form new existential configurations. These dissident vectors
have become relatively detached from their denotative and significative functions and
operate as decorporealized existential materials’. Guatari, ibid, p.45

Bateson, X7 MWLM IR YW MPRW NOLra YW nraIpRn PmIey by 34
Steps to an Ecology of Mind, pp. 408-410
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Heinrich Wolfflin, Renaissance und Barock, 2°12 9921 7370 2w 12174 %D 03 36
Eine Untersuchung iiber Wesen und Entstehung des Barockstils in Italien, Miinchen:
Ansn XD LN UNYAn NIV 1200 P‘HN:‘.‘? 12°1vnw 17, Theodor Ackermann, 1888
YT PPDYMY AR LVAD N2°20 7207 92 AR KDY DTIRT VI YW 0b0Ing P20 N
PV 720 O9IR LT PR NPARIRPR MYRY 1723° 19U KD M0N0 P IR by
21D AT 091, WK AT WP *I YT NINW MmN tw nonwei Avning
oW1 PM2 7D YW N0 IR NIXH1 0°1921 MR 70°0NM 7873 A2 21 1313 bw
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PYAR W M Y paRIpR’ YW 0Nt DX 03 Y0 wpa 130m) 0YY2IR
MY’ Paw 0OVART PN 0°YAWR NUW PRI 'YNoY Mynaw 37 omn 0
(Arne Naess) ORI 739X AN N2PRT 9101202 PMIMPH DX 0N 77127207

Emst Haeckel, Generelle Morphologie der Organismen — Allgemeine Grundziige der 37
organischen Formen-Wissenschaft, mechanisch begriindet durch die von Charles Darwin
reformierte Desendenztheorie, Zweiter Band: Allgemeine Entwickelungsgeschichte der
YT’ WING 0WNT 727 77 Y2 .Organismen, Berlin: Georg Reimer, 1866, S. 286
12157 1AW 0K TR ONIX 7957 112°2071 °090 DrIaTIX 1A 0°omn w (hui) Y90
SarRa RN YW ann
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Sune Vork Steffensen, ‘Language, Ecology and Society: 2w X127 NX K31 %IX 7 7°M2n - 39
arnan P oNP20 MXYPWwI APRH™I An Introduction to Dialectical Linguistics’
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595 019711 OPR 0P 19 11OV™3 .Deer, Language, Ecology and Society, Ibid, pp. 5-7
TR
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B. Hartley and T. Webb (eds.), :NPnns W mwosab 0w *yoaws J157 Ywn? X7 42
Vegetation History, Dordrecht, Boston, London: Kluwer Academic Publishers, 1988

Alexander Beecroft, An Ecology of World Literature: From Antiquity to the Present Day, 43
London and New York: Verso, 2015
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“This book is, therefore, not ecocriticism in the conventional :VD1IP°2 WV 77 P2V 45
sense, and my use of the term “ecology” has more in common with linguistic ecology
[Einar Haugen’s, The Ecology of Language], which likewise examine the relationship
between their objects of study and their (human) environments than it does with, say,
political ecology [Felix Guattari, The Three Ecologies], which lies at the intersection of
.21-20 ‘DY ,0W X7 .the political world and the natural environment’

72n10 oM 792 .Alexander Beecroft, An Ecology of World Literature, ibid pp. 33-36 46
912 MM PW MDITING PRPNI X127 DX IRND MY K17 31790 2w X120 DX
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including on writers, books, and literature, reviewing them as systemically
connected to all that is part of their ‘environment.” His thought fosters a new
order of ecological paradigms, illuminating the conduct of the cultural-literary
system in unprecedented ways.

Chapter Three presents a pragmatic methodological proposal to endorse an
ecological discourse on literature as a systematic theoretical structure of cultural
schemes ‘nesting’ within one another. The core concept of this methodology is
the ‘literary ecological niche,” denoting a special kind of literary/cultural skill
developed by authors as their special response to their habitat. Their relationship
with their habitat is simultaneously competitive (schismogenic) and cooperative
(symbiotic), while the literary text, its style, and its genre bear the genetic code
of this relationship’s history.

Chapter Four is devoted to three historiographic cases that are explained
through the ecological-literary methodology: 1) Refuting the narrative about
the rebellion of the ‘young guard’ (7ze-irim) and Micha Yosef Berdyczewski
against Ahad-Haam’s hegemony. 2) The story of Aharon Appelfeld’s cultural
acclimatization in the modern narrative Hebrew literature. 3) Replacing the
narrative about the rivalry between writers (S.Y. Agnon and H. Hazaz) with an
explanation about critical climates in the historiography of Hebrew literature.

The critical experience of An Ecology of Literature is not dogmatic. Its
purpose is to expand the scope of the paradigmatic questions raised by the
historiographer of literature by placing them in a new realm, where the intra-
textual and the extra-textual form a new methodological sequence.



ABSTRACT

This study offers a pragmatic option for creating a new realm of discourse within
the historiography of literature in general and of Hebrew literature in particular.
It suggests a renewed perspective on the forgotten traditions of literary margins
and ‘average taste’ readers that make up the ‘environmental biotic mass’ for
the emergence of literary pinnacles. This new approach seeks to suspend the
aesthetic and poetic judgment comparing ‘central’ and ‘outlying’ literatures,
on the assumption that their perception as components of equal value within
a ‘cultural ecological system’ will lead to a new set of questions and answers
about the emergence of writers and poets.

The book aims to deconstruct the arguments of the political-evaluative
discourse and its key metaphor, as articulated by Albert Thibaudet (1874-1936)—
‘the Republic of Letters.” This metaphor created a historiography that discusses
culture in terms of power, political conspiracies, and economic interests, as in a
materialist Marxist approach. This discourse has dominated the historiography
of Hebrew literature for a century, as described in Chapter One, which presents
an approach that casts doubt on the explicative legitimacy of violence as inherent
in the ‘Republic of Letters’ discourse. In principle, this approach questions the
legitimacy of a narrative that explains the history of literature diachronically,
as a sequence of stories about stylistic rebellion, ideological revolutions, and
canonic writers replacing others pushed to the margins of literary life, instead of
clarifying all the environmental and immanent conditions of literature that take
part in the evolutionary explanation of its history.

Chapter Two details the starting points of forms of discourse close to the
ecological discourse of culture in the history of modern philosophy, from
Montesquieu and Herder until the present. The last and particularly fruitful link
is the anthropological and cybernetic stance of Gregory Bateson (1904-1980),
author of Steps to an Ecology of Mind (1972). It enables new views on culture,
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