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who thinks that the East is ‘“‘anarchic...extremist, lazy...loves
bribery and pursues unjust profits,” and is anxious about Israel’s
future because of the influx of Eastern Jews (Hazaz, ‘“Expanding
Horizons™). .

Modern Hebrew short stories often approach Sephardim by
stereotyping them, and the negative image they give of them reflects
prejudice. For example, the Sephardic man is described time and
again as being violent towards his children, his wife and others.
Thus we find Sephardic parents who beat their children in Milah
Ohel’s “Human Reformation,” in Hurgin’s “Elijah the Butcher,”
and “At Uncle Raful’s,” and in Shenhar’s “Esther MaAdani’s
Soul.”

Such a typical beating scene is found in Hurgin’s “At Uncle
Raful’s:

‘... Bring me the cane! ... And now come here! ... Chaim
comes close, as a boy who has sinned, and he is stammering
and pleading... O father! forgive me! I only chatted ... Go
and find out...I swear on Rabbi Meir!

— Lie down and stretch your legs towards me!

— O, father...I will never be late again! I will come back
early! Forgive me this time, dear father! I have sinned!

— Lie down!, orders Uncle Raful —He hits strongly and
with great devotion, on the feet...Chaim wails, and Aunt
Gammilah’s heart is in pain seeing her youngest son suffering.
But she is afraid to interfere, lest the cane will turn towards
her and beat her.”

Sephardic husbands who beat their wives, are portrayed in
“Salimah,” “Returning Wheel,” and ‘“Expanding Horizons,” all
by Hazaz. In this context it is interesting to compare two identical
situations in two of Hazaz’s stories. In these stories there are argu-
ments between husbands and wives. The husbands in both stories
cannot find work, cannot earn a living, and their wives are angry.

“Returning Wheel” describes a Yemenite Jew and his wife. These
are some of the wive’s statements in the story, spoken to her hus-
band when he tells her that a scholar of the Torah promised to pray
for him so that he will get a job: “What? What? ... He will pray
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Life in Israel had a very strong effect on the life-style of the
Sephardim. It affected family structure, values, taste, etc. In a story
by Yehuda Amir (Yemen, 1939), “Yehie’s Peahos,” the peahos
(sideburns) become the main issue; Yehie's peahos were a source
of pride in Yemen, but in Israel they cause him trouble because
they seem very strange to his classmates. One time his friends even
hurt him physically: ‘“‘Suddenly his peahos were pulled by someone
in the back of him! He looked back and they were plucked from
the front! He looked forward and they were pulled from his back!
He stood and protected them by the palms of his hands and
screamed — enough! enough! enough! But between ‘enough’ to
‘enough’ they removed his hands from their way and pulled and
tore off his peahos again and again, while they pushed each other,
and hopped on each other and wrestled with each other in a mess
of hands and legs and laughters and screams and terrible noise.”

When his mother joins him in pleading with his father to let him
shorten his sideburns, the father becomes angry, seeing his tradition
destroyed: “—‘And what is left,” he screamed, ‘and what is left!
Take off your head scarf too and go get you a hair style, one of
those which are done in a store... Yes! Yes! The women rule this
country! And the men under their shoes! You all became crazy.
There is no shame any more! No shame!...””

Many stories present the generation gap resulting from the fact
that the young Sephardic generation explores new ways of life. For
example, in “Walking Dancing’” (Yitzhak Navon, Jerusalem, 1921),
the father does not approve of his son’s secular way of life in the
Kibbutz. The son adores his father but does not want to go back
to the religious way of life. He describes his father as “Glorious,
proud, powerful, persuasive and the most important — erect ... He
too walks dancing, even though maybe just slightly.” The son simply
admits: “I can’t accept everything [religious— L.H.] and I can’t
deny everything.” The son, in particular, is ‘“‘walking dancing.”” On
the one hand, he cannot totally deny his religious education and on
the other hand he cannot comply with it.

Aharon Meged (Poland, 1920) too, described a Sephardic son
rebelling against his father because of the new way of life he learned
in the Kibbutz. The authoritative father is described in this way:
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“Thick and short-legged, his face similar to a copper pot at sunset,
his eyes sharpened and black like the eyes of a mouse in his den,
and under his left eye sticks out a round black mole...” In spite
of the father’s efforts, the son rejects his father’s values because of
the influence of the Kibbutz upon him.

In some of their stories Sephardim described cultural or economic
shocks. Unlike many stories which attach poverty and misery to
Sephardim in their country of origin, some stories written by
Sephardim indicate the shocking decrease in their standards of
living. Moshe Aslan (Iraq, 1927), in his story, “Regina Searches for
Her Parents,” describes the conditions of the Ma’Abarah in the
early 1950s in Israel: “One night there was a hurricane, I woke up
to the sound of howling wind and screams of horrified women,
confused outcries of men, and heart-rending weeping of children.
I stuck my head out of my tent that struggled stubbornly against
the storm ... many tents were uprooted completely, and their con-
tents were swept away by the wind . . . Barefoot mothers, while they
were shivering from the cold, gathered their infants around them. ..
Slowly, slowly I got used to the way of life in the Ma’Abarah,
living in a poor, floorless tent, without water and electricity, fighting
with ants and scorpions . .. standing for a long time in line in order
to receive the meager ration...To cook with kerosene. .. sharing
the restrooms which were far away from my tent with several families
of numerous children.”

Eastern Jewish writers reacted to their image and the prejudices
against them by creating literary works. Four novelists of Iraqi
origin published four novels which aroused a strong reaction among
readers and critics. These novels are The Ma’ Abarah, by Dr. Shimon
Ballas, All Men Are Equal But Some Are More, by Sami Michael,
Quppaq from Baghdad, by Dr. David Rabi, and The Foundlings,
by Lev Hakak. These novelists carried a definite social message.
They presented a new view of the relationship between Eastern and
European Jews in Israel. These novels differ from other novels by
writers of European origin about Eastern Jews and they also differ
from the novels of Sephardic writers such as Shammi and Burla,
who wrote about the old Sephardic settlers in Israel. These novels
deal with the life of Eastern Jews in Israel from the 1950s on.






	‎D:\OneDrive\Documents\My Web Sites\projects.hebrew-lexicon\00623_files\Hakak-5\Hakak-5_013.tif‎
	‎D:\OneDrive\Documents\My Web Sites\projects.hebrew-lexicon\00623_files\Hakak-5\Hakak-5_014.tif‎
	‎D:\OneDrive\Documents\My Web Sites\projects.hebrew-lexicon\00623_files\Hakak-5\Hakak-5_015.tif‎
	‎D:\OneDrive\Documents\My Web Sites\projects.hebrew-lexicon\00623_files\Hakak-5\Hakak-5_016.tif‎
	‎D:\OneDrive\Documents\My Web Sites\projects.hebrew-lexicon\00623_files\Hakak-5\Hakak-5_017.tif‎
	‎D:\OneDrive\Documents\My Web Sites\projects.hebrew-lexicon\00623_files\Hakak-5\Hakak-5_018.tif‎
	‎D:\OneDrive\Documents\My Web Sites\projects.hebrew-lexicon\00623_files\Hakak-5\Hakak-5_019.tif‎
	‎D:\OneDrive\Documents\My Web Sites\projects.hebrew-lexicon\00623_files\Hakak-5\Hakak-5_020.tif‎
	‎D:\OneDrive\Documents\My Web Sites\projects.hebrew-lexicon\00623_files\Hakak-5\Hakak-5_021.tif‎

