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LEv HAkAKk

Monastir (Tunisia)

Monastir (Ar. al-Munastir) is a small coastal
town on the Gulf of Hammamet about 20 kilo-
meters (12.5 miles) south of > Sousse. Known
in antiquity as Ruspina, Monastir, like many
of the port towns on the Tunisian coast, was
originally a - Punic - - Roman city upon
whose ruins the medieval and modern cities
were built.

The Romanian Jewish traveler Benjamin II
(J. ]. Benjamin), who visited - Tunisia in 1853
to 1854, mentioned Monastir as a having a Jew-
ish community, but he did not visit the town.
Under the French protectorate (1881-1956),
Monastir remained a relatively small town with
a very small Jewish population, no more than
two hundred, comprising less than 2 percent of
the total population. The Jewish community in
Monastir was closely linked to the neighboring
city of Sousse.

During the French protectorate (1881-1956),
the Jewish community of Monastir was led by
the Committee of Aid and Charity (» Comité
d’Aide et d'Assistance), organized by the French
with branches throughout Tunisia to oversee
Jewish life. In the 1930s, Joseph de Pacha Sit-
bon was the president of the committee, and its
members included Jacob Bessis, Moise Uzan,
and Mardoche Sebag. The chief rabbi of Mona-
stir was Jacob Katorza.

During World War II, George Pinhas (Binas)
was the head of the community. The German
occupying forces conscripted Jews for forced
labor in the port and railroad station of Sousse,
as well as along the roads between Monastir
and Sousse and Moknin. Despite the hardships
this entailed, the Jewish community of Monas-
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tir apparently did not suffer as much German
harassment as was experienced in larger cities.

Jews began leaving Monastir after the estab-
lishment of the State of Israel. Between 1946
and 1956, the number of Jews declined from
124 to thirty-three. The few Jews during this
era who did not emigrate abroad probably
moved to Sousse. The last president of the com-
munity was Victor Sebag.

Monastir is well known as the birthplace of
Habib Bourguiba (1903-2000), the first presi-
dent of Tunisia, known for his favorable atti-
tude toward Tunisian Jewry. After his death, he
was buried in Monastir.
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HaiM SAADOUN

Morea

The Peloponnesus region of southern Greece
was known as the Morea in medieval and early
modern times. The area was under Byzantine
rule until 1204, when Frankish knights of the
Fourth Crusade, diverted to the Morea, cap-
tured Modon and its environs. Most of the area
was Byzantine again from 1262 to around 1460.
In the early fifteenth century the southern part
of the Morea came under Venetian rule. The
Ottomans launched several military campaigns
to conquer the Morea in the fourteenth century
but did not achieve a lasting victory until 1460,
and the important strongholds and commer-
cial centers of Modon and Koron only fell to
them in 1500. Turkish rule was completely
consolidated in the 1530s.

Historically more than a dozen » Romaniot
Jewish communities existed in the Morea, in



	‎D:\OneDrive\Documents\My Web Sites\projects.hebrew-lexicon\00623_files\Hakak-5\Hakak-5_051.tif‎
	‎D:\OneDrive\Documents\My Web Sites\projects.hebrew-lexicon\00623_files\Hakak-5\Hakak-5_052.tif‎
	‎D:\OneDrive\Documents\My Web Sites\projects.hebrew-lexicon\00623_files\Hakak-5\Hakak-5_053.tif‎

