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English Abstracts

HA-MAKOM VE-SHIVRO: DESIRE, PLACE AND MYTH IN
MOSHE SMILANSKY’S KHAWADJA NAZAR

Eran Tzelgov

This paper offers a new subversive reading of Moshe Smilansky’s story
Khawadja Nazar. The paper deals with the movements of the story’s
protagonist, situating them in the context of the Zionist colonial project.
I suggest how the failure of the archetype of the ‘New Jew’, in effect
ensures the success of the national project of the “New Jew’, i.e., Zionism.
I do so by conducting a close (Deluzian) reading of the protagonist’s désir,
stressing the fundamental gap between “a place’ and ‘the place’ within the
Zionist discourse
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