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(the famous poet and philosopher of 11t-century Spain). Each 
of these works contains 300 to 400 verses. He also composed 
a 92-verse poem in Hebrew.

Bibliography: A. Netzer, “The Jewish Poet Amina of Kashan 
and His Sacred Poems,” in: S. Shaked and A. Netzer (eds.), Irano-
Judaica, 5 (2003), 68–81.

[Amnon Netzer (2nd ed.)]

AMIR (Heb. עָמִיר; “ear of corn”), kibbutz in northern Israel, 
in the Ḥuleh Valley, affiliated with Ha-Kibbutz ha-Arẓi. Amir 
was founded in 1939 by immigrants from Poland, Lithuania, 
and other countries, near the *Ḥuleh swamps. It was the settle-
ment most prone to the dangers of flooding and of malaria. In 
1968 Amir’s economy was based on intensive irrigated farming 
(apples and other deciduous fruit, and field crops in partner-
ship with kibbutz *Sedeh Neḥemyah and kibbutz *Shamir), 
and dairy cattle. Later on, the kibbutz set up a successful en-
terprise producing disposable diapers and other sanitary 
products, but in 2004 it was sold to a private company when 
the kibbutz ran into economic difficulties. Amir’s population 
was 579 in 2002.

[Efraim Orni / Shaked Gilboa (2nd ed.)]

AMIR, AHARON (1923– ), Israeli writer, translator, and 
editor. Amir, who was born in Kovno, immigrated to Pal-
estine in 1935. He studied Arabic language and literature at 
the Hebrew University. A member of the anti-British under-
ground organization Leḥi, he served on the editorial board 
of its daily, Mivrak, and edited its literary supplement (1948). 
Amir was also a founding member of the Canaanite movement, 
which saw Hebrew culture as defined by geographical location 
rather than by religious affiliation. He edited Alef (from 
1948–50 with Yonathan *Ratosh, and from 1950 on his own), the
periodical of the *Canaanites. His publications include Kaddim
(“Sirocco,” poetry, 1949) and Saraf (“Fiery Angel,” poetry, 1957); 
Ahavah (“Love,” stories, 1952); Ve-lo Tehi la-Mavet Memshalah 
(“And Death Shall Not Rule,” novel, 1955); the trilogy Nun 
(1969–89); Matteh Aharon (“Aaron’s Rod,” poetry, 1966); and Ha-
Nevalim (“The Villains,” 1998). Amir also edited several books 
and anthologies. He translated many books into Hebrew, from 
English, French, and American literature. In 1959 he founded 
and became editor of Keshet, a literary and political quarterly.

Bibliography: Kressel, Leksikon, 1 (1965), 122–3. Add. Bib-
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[Gitta (Aszkenazy) Avinor]

AMIR (Pinkerfeld), ANDA (1902–1981), Hebrew poet. She 
was born in Galicia, into an assimilated family. Her father 
worked as an architect for the Austro-Hungarian govern-
ment. She completed secondary school in Lvov, and published 
a book of verse in Polish at the age of 18, her first poem be-
ing the prayer of a Polish child for the liberation of his coun-
try. After studying at the universities of Leipzig and Lvov, she 
immigrated to Palestine in 1923. In 1921 she published an-
other volume of verse in Polish, Piesni źycia (“Songs of Life”). 

Thereafter, under the influence of Uri Ẓevi *Greenberg, she 
began writing in Hebrew. The themes of her verse are love of 
nature, romantic love, and the joys of motherhood. Her long 
poem “Aḥat” (“One,” 1953) describes a young Jewish girl who 
immigrates to Israel after surviving the Holocaust and dies 
fighting for Israeli independence. Among her books are Ya-
mim Dovevim (“Days Tell,” 1929); Yuval (1932); Geisha Lian 
Tang Sharah (1935); Gittit (1937); Duda’im (“Mandrakes,” 
1943); Gadish (“Grain Heap,” 1949); Kokhavim bi-Deli (“Stars 
in a Bucket,” 1957).

Anda Amir was the first poet to write poetry in Hebrew 
specifically for children and distinguished herself in this field. 
Her first collection of such poetry, Al Anan Kevish (1933), was 
edited by H.N. Bialik, while her Shirei Yeladim (1934) was 
awarded the Bialik Prize for poems for children. In 1978 she 
received the Israel Prize for children’s literature.
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AMIR, ELI (1937– ), Israeli novelist. Amir was born in Bagh-
dad, Iraq, and came to Israel in 1950. He was sent to study at a 
kibbutz. His career began as a messenger in the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office, and he worked his way up to Arab affairs advisor 
to the prime minister. Later he became director of the Youth 
Immigration Division of the Jewish Agency. He won the Yi-
gal Allon prize for outstanding pioneering service to Israeli 
society. His first novel, Tarnegol Kaparot (“Scapegoat,” 1987), 
is a semi-autobiographical novel depicting the integration of 
an Iraqi Jewish youth in an Israeli transit camp shortly after 
1948. This novel is included in Israel’s secondary school syl-
labus. Other novels by Amir are Mafri’aḥ ha-Yonim (1992; 
“Farewell Baghdad,” Ger., 1998), Ahavat Sha’ul (“Saul’s Love,” 
1998), and Yasmin (2005).
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AMIR, MENAHEM (1930– ), Israeli criminologist; con-
sidered one of the founding fathers of the field of criminol-
ogy in Israel and specializing in rape, victimology, organized 
crime, police, and terror. In 1953 he graduated in sociology 
and education from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and 
in 1958 he received his M.A. degree in sociology and psychol-
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