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~ and then, and deveting assiduously his spare
;.f.-_;' hours to the study of several literary subjects,
- he produced splendid poems, idyls, various
- lyrical dainties, all of them sparkling here

- and there with acute insight, shrewd wit,

~and hundreds of honey-sweet and charming
- ufterances, as graceful many-coloured butter-

~ lies hovering about a flower-bed. But in his

“-' i"- a fanatiecs who harrassed him every now

~ literary pursuits, either in poetry or prose, he

- strove earnestly for two signiﬁcant objects : he

acrimeniously derided the rigid reutine of the

~ worthodox faith, and constantly promoted pro-
~gress of knowledge. But the embittered and

~enraged orthodox class would not leave him
with impunity, and after he took residence
- in St. Petersburg as secretary to the Jewish
- congregation, they charged him with treasen
against the Government. Thus he was put inte

prison where he was confined for seme time.

Yes, we are sincerely: bound in gratitude
to give credit to all harbingers and torch-bearers
and champions of civilisation; but in one
respect Gordon was greatly mistaken. He threw
himself headlong into the light of civilisation,

as a moth into the light of a burning candle,
unconscious of the fatal consequences. Mom
Mendelssohn, the precursor of the J ewish

renaissance in Germany, made the same mlstak'ﬁ.t
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3 .f.‘mul he could no longer tolerate the trite
- and cumbersome formalities of our religion.
:: - He fought with himself for years, concealing
- from his family and the townsfolk his inward
~ struggle. But when the fermentation of his
thoughts reached the climax, he gave vent to
them, and published an article in which he
persuasively pleaded for a radical reform. That
article, and others of the same nature, roused

~ the a-.ngei" of all the orthodox class throughout

~ the country, and particularly of his fellow-

citizens. Their anger soon turned into such

a fury that they, in their frenzy, would no

‘doubt have done with the “heretic” (he was

then so nicknamed) the same what all fanatics

-~

would have done in such a case. But not all
great reformers and inventors are doomed to

ordeal: a good many of them were saved by the
~ intervention of some open-minded man, and
Lilienbloom also was rescued by the kind-

hearted Dr. A. Shaffir of Kovno, who advised

‘him to take refuge at Odessa where he would
begin a new life by prepairing himself for
entrance to the university, there to take upa

course of studies. Lilienbloom in desperation

followed the good advice of his friend and

betook himself to Odessa., where the refugee

went through a series of harrowing trials: he
had for a long time to suffer the pangs of
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Moses, ‘being brought up in a royal family,

‘was in all likelihood ‘very far in spirit from
his oppressed people; the following is a con-

vincing proof. Une of the most vital laws
which preserve our people as a nation is that
we may not intermarry with other peoples.
This law first took root with our progenitor

Abraham, and according to tradition, the |

Hebrews observed this law very strictly during
the bondage in Egypt. And when Moses
escaped Pharach’s sword and fled to the hospi-

table but heathen Jethro, he married the

daughter of his host. Herzl’s, and to a very

small extent Lilienbloom’s,cosmopolitan attitude,

speak for themselves too clearly, for most of
the highly educated Jews are cosmopolitans.

But if the first and greater part of
Moses’ life is an insoluble enigma, a sealed

book to us, and the first part of Herzl’s life is
similarly undeciphered for the present, we can

penetrate Lilienbloom’s soul without much

difficulty. The first and greater part of his life

was a page of a ‘tragi-comedy,” full of infin-

ite sorrow and incessant struggle for a bare
livelihood. ~Not having the good luck to be

brought up as a prince like Moses, nor beyond
the walls of the Ghetto like Herzl, Lilienbloom
was born and bred in the centre of the Ghetto,
and consequently he saw and felt very deeply
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". h:-lm and as time went on he naturally became

8 absolutely estranged from nature. To stir up
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- anew in the heart of the Jews the desire for
- cultivating the ground was the same as to
- remould the whole Jewish nation, and Lilien-
“‘*-‘j_’.bloom was the man who possessed the creative
- power to exercise so commanding an influence

over his Brethren,

The other obstacle was the pernicious
Assimilation. We stated above that almost all
the cultured Jews are inclined to cosmopoli-
tanism, and a great part of them, including

~ even some Hebrew writers, were of the opinion

that Assimilation is the inevitable solution of
~ our national problem, and that we ought,
- therefore, to comply with it gratefully. But

Lilienbloom’s most judicious and perceptive
mind resisted powerfully this pernicious ten-
dency. Before the occurrence of the pogroms

in Russia, Lilienbloom vigorously refuted pub-

licly, as well as in private letters to his in-
timate friends, the apparently strong motives
of the preachers of assimilation. As an
illustration we shall now translate one of his
most important letters of which we already

made mention at the outset of our essay, and
‘which will point out by the way that not
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afterwards adopted by all other nations.
f.-jQThe Jews, according to " Heine, concentrate
~ all their mind on one thing, therefore all the
. powers they perceived they attributed to one
- God, and the Japhetic—on many things. The
~ Jews contemplate nature, are moderate in
history and legends, and the Japhetics are
enthusiasts in all those matters (notwithstand-
ing that in all the later centuries their
scholars began to analyse and study the
- visible world). The Jews are morally very
strict, they discern the essence and spirit of
everything, keep themselves_far from artificial
- pleasures; and the Japhetics concern themselves
chiefly with beauty and taste, so that beauty
has become with them an important cult, and
to this day it 1is with them the greatest
characteristic in poetry and prose; they are

very particular about external appearances, and
- are mostly indulgent to pleasures. All the
- European students sing the song which begins :
.t Gaudeamus igitur

Juvenes dum sumus. . .

words unsuitable for men who devote their
lives to study and the welfare of mankind.
Were I to suspect our ancient scholars of
~ knowing these characteristics I would then
~ say that they intentionally named the pro-
- genitor of the Aryan races Japhet, because of

e —

T T e S

%, | Digitized by Original from

S INTERNET ARCHIVE UNIVERSITY OF ‘CALIFORRIA



-~ l:'--.',l 1

"'z\. £ ,*I
I.I.r,"l 1 e ¥
Sl e




reqmmd and the medical department is on
- the verge of bankroptcy. Whom do they
pl!efer to enrich, Helmholz, Pasteur, ete. or
- Patey and Be a2

“The Romans disdained the beggars,

charity and alms-giving were strange to them,

and even in our own days begging is forbidden

by the law;—the Romans had no idea of

charity, and in the Middle and even Modern

- Ages the FEuropean nations are extremely

dissoluted. Isit possible even to a very small

‘extent that what happened to Pushkin with

- regard to his relations towards women and

his death shculd happen to one of our poets ?
I do not speak of our old poets as Ben-Gebirol,
Jehuda Halevi, but of cur present poets:

- Almazi, Luzzati, Lebenson, etc. The Gospel,

at bottom, did not affect a change in the life
of the Japhetics; the Roman festivals, their
customs and code are still the same. In vain
does Professor Soloviev complam the wolf
sometimes casts 1ts skin, but not its nature.

“A Jewish scholar once said : “Be rather

a tail to lions than a head to foxes”, and a
Roman writer said: “Be rather the first in
a village than the second in a fown”.
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_. 1a’ﬁd aceordmg to the Jewish spmf but not
"" Oil the Hellenian love of beauty and taste,

 with which we have no concern. Therefore I

“f mentioned above that I have not changed my
belief, because when I propogated reform I

had in view practical knowledge and criticism,
but not beauty. If I have at present no other
task than that of Jewish colonisation in
Palestine it is not because “I have become
a pillar of ice, and all my thoughts are con-
gealel by freezing to such an extent that I
am 1o more able to conceive any idea”’, but
because the tasks I am engaged in, as I

perceive now, cannot be fulfilled here in

Yurope Our religion cannot be reformed in
Europe, and we do not lead in Europe a life
that can undergo any suitable reform, and
all other solutions being propounded to those
tasks from of old seem discordant to our
spicit and our habits. The performance of
circumeision here in Furope seems barbarous ;
the observance of Sabbath—an immense eco-
nomical detriment because of the compulsory
law to observe Sunday ; the food forbidden by
our religion—sever us from all other nations ;
intermarriages—are necessary for the advance-
ment of friendship between us and the other
nations, and, generally, it is not fair to give '
up frlendshlp because - of prejudice. But what
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luxuries But were he' to ask me, I would
say: “Come, Sir, through the window, through

|«,

- of dainties, and the poor on the deck in
| 'i tra.dmg vessels, havmg but mouldy bread. The
HM main thing with me is the end, and not the

h.
.~ means to it.

J - “In order to make more explicit the
»f difference between my view and yours, allow
- me to tell you what I once said in the
S presence of my friends. I consider your soul
~ 1s transmigrated from Heine. This requires
f,‘;" some expla.natwn Heine says that thongh

- are yet Hellenic. According to my opinion
L - Heine was ouly partially right, because being
- a Jew he must have had a Jewish soul (allow
- me to express myself in the style of the

souls both executed their function, but not
promiscuously. “As oil cannot assimilate Wlth‘
~ other liquids, so Israel cannot assimilate with
other nations”, and therefore each of Heine’ s
souls retained its innate 1deas His Hellenian
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all kinds of rich food and

cﬁded you come and redeem us, and we will
"“follew to a man, rich and poor, the rich in -
i i3 ~ships in special cabins provided with all kinds

g Cabbalists), but he was also endowed with an
~ additional soul, a Hellenian one. Those two

- he himself is a Jew, his nature and spmt

et e

o ST =

'.‘\-
e

I
| :d
.h



(for he felt tﬁ
is otherwise denie
therefore he held

respect. His Hel

while he was --:,:_r:
of art, and other tr
vibrated in him w
chastised smgle |

TR ;{

‘not function
= percelve the i







the violation of

can we find wme Vs
women in Eng]and,

If they ea,rnegﬂy
ticipating in the Go overr
the Stvﬂ-te Why thmal

i in Russm? Ca,n
~ the pollution of m

iy Pl
pemen e MR

Rty thrill with Bokk ,é

I'-I-Tf'"'one can have nothing ag
A Yotlng as mgn’ m.,j s

et M.m
0 el




—mer Iy a concubme, not a legal wife—of a
strang ger who came to stay for a night in that
town. The debauched people of the town
" ; the poor woman all night long, and
':;_a the morning she fell dead at- the

~ door ‘of the house where her master was

'- ospltably received. Jer master cut her in
T.-'; velve pieces and sent them to the twelve
Vw - with a charge of ravishment. All the
ribes fell into a passion at the sight of such

2 horrible crime, they gathered themselves
‘toge.ther and demanded that the sinners should

~ be given up to them. When the townsfolk
ief;asod to obey the national demand, all the
 tribes proclaimed war against Benjamin, and
*kdled all the tribe save six hundred men
ﬂmt escaped the grip of death.

Moreover, whilst we were writing these ]
'.1 _jmm we were shocked by the fo]lowmg igno-
minious incident, related in the Hamburger
Nachrzchten French soldiers in Morocco, who ¥
were stationed there to keep up order in the
. emmtry, broke into Jewish houses with weapons
~ in their hands and violated Jewish girls and “':
‘women. When the Jews complained to thec. ﬁ

f.' tain  of this regmlent ha answered very
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Ef,,‘- ~ other Christian Parliaments interfere in the
.1 ~name of the honour of all their Parliaments?
.~ Can we imagine a greater ignonimy and
B more vicious propagation than the propagation
- of massacre from a parliamentary tribune?
. Every Government has the full right to in-
~ stigate the mob clandestinely to slaughter the
- Jews to a man, and no other Government
dare interfere, for, as 1 stated above, the
- Jews, according to the opinion held by most
- pious and merciful Christians, are created for
- that very purpose. But to preach in broad
daylight, from a Christian parliamentary
~ tribune, slaughter on Jews who are falsely
accused—how is it with the honour of all
other Christian Parliaments ?

The prohibition of eating blood 1s fre-

of a simple but very remarkable reason. The
Bible says: “Ye shall eat the blood of mno
manner of flesh, for the life of «ll flesh isin
- the blood thereof.” This prohibition was in-
tensified to an enormous extent by our Rabbis,

Lm from 1ts tnbune, Why should not all the |

and it contains scores of subtle laws even in

the case of a mere blood-spot in an egg.
Butcher-meat, in order to be freed from the

quent v repeated in the Old Testament because

slightest taste of blood, must undergo the
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’1 says: “And many people shall go and say,

- teristic which is mentioned just in the begmmng _
 of the same chapter of that book. Isaiah

e ‘come ye, and let us go up to the mountain

ﬁf the Lord, to the house of the God of

Eh Jacob ‘and he will teach us of his ways, and

-"" wae mll walk in his paths: for out of Zion
sé- shall oo forth the law, and the word of the

_ ﬁ Lord from Jerusalem.” And this luminous
3:1 pfophecy will come to pass not by the sword,

o not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit.”

?_? Thus from the earliest period of Jewish legis-

.~ lature we were gradually imbued with a mul-
~ titude of laws which prohibitel eating of

transformed slaughtering of animals into a
holy performance.

~ countries at different times, and all of them

~ were perpetrated by Christian fanatics, or by
- ordinary Christian murderers As time pro- B
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~ but as one of the minor prophets forsaw: “Th's is
~ the word of the Lord unto Zzrubbabel, saying,

E‘f blood in any form whatever, and which even
5

The Jewish history contains many records
~of wholesale slaughters of the Jews in severaL
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c_lmg to concrete remedies in general,
d with respect to Zionism in particular.
1 after the first pogrom took place in
Russia some of the Jewish students of the
Moscow University “wanted to propagate
wongst the Jews the idea of buying Palestine”

less than 25 Kopecks. According to one of
~ them who proposed this plan to me, we will
: .-'=- ve to give the Sultan three hundred million
lrg mes. 1 told him that the initiative must
first be taken abroad.” This idea, however
) @hunerlcal it may seem at first sight to men
sense, fascinated Lilienbloom for a while

because of its novelty, and in an enthusiastic
al'l:lele, published in the Hushachar, he urgent-

L

aﬁ:erwards he realised the immaturity of such
~ a grand solution. “How foolish I was to write

~ exclaimed in one of his letters—“Why shall

. W"-»- wretches llke h.lmself could not

s Lilienbloom puts it—*“They wanted that
ery Jew should contribute to that plan not

rly pleaded to carry it into effect. But shortly

in the Hashachar to buy Palestine !"—he

~ we buy from the Sultan the land which re-

- quires treasures of gold, and in which success
~is more than doubtfull, whilst we can dispense

~ with this project. What we- have £ do is not’

~-to be strangers any longer, and as we gradaally

return to our ancestral land, we shall never
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*".-5: ad pted this ha.ppy solution of the Jewish
,;moblem, and Herzl brought his ideal so far
~ that he once declared that the Sultan was
-y-W’_ﬂlmg to sell Palestine to the Jews for a
~ fixed sum of money, but the Zionist Organi-
~ sation could not afford the required sum, and
~ the Jewish nation as a whole did not make
~ the necessary advances to Herzl

- But could Lilienbloom the great patriot

~ keep himself back from the grand prospect

- of the new Zionist movement ? Our answer is in

~ thenegative. When the first Zionist Conference

~ took place in Russia at Minsk, Lilienbloom

~ being one of the delegates, solemnly pronounced

~ the benediction: “Blessed art thou, O, Lord

- our God, King of the universe, who hast kept
us in life, and hast preserved us, and enabled

. us to reach this season”. In the early stage

- of the new Zionist movement there was not

~ yet the contrast between “practical and political

Zionists”, and the greater part of the Russian

“Chovevei Zion’,, the most oppressed of all

Jews in the world, who are left to rely upon

vague and remote hopes, could not but bid

Herzl welcome, since he had designed a com-

- plete solution which depended on their own

- will, and who hinted at some substantial and

- reliable support from highly esteemed sources.
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~came to Vienna and wa ed to pay a vmf. e
 to Herzl, Dr. Birnbau a.sked his opinion
h the new star that had appeared on the
~ Jewish horizon. Ussischkin replied : “This man“? ‘
~ will be of very great use to the Palestinian

% movement. He will doubtless attract all th& R
5ot one thing, which with regard to our in- o
,,gﬂ:re Jews, and therefore he is sure there @ e'j;'

~ his eyes. It is better that his belief in hm. |
undel‘takmg shall be strengthened”. :

-J'ﬁf

- deplorable, is the indifferentism of the Je ews

- them. Lilienbloom and some other intellig
 and sensible Jews, shocked with the firs
pogroms, became Zionists ; but what was
- result of the false Blood Accusation gains
- the Jews, preached from the Russian p
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W'hsli ssischkm shortly after

sian  Jews and 'probably will also affect
r Western brethren. He is in want onlyl

ﬁarests is a great deficiency : he does not know -

~ obstacles only outside the Zionist circle, a.}' |
pat within the Zionist circle. But don’t openg .l |

!r

- We are very sorry to say that Usslseh
km s opinion was infallible. A brief outhna'

of the national life of the Jewish classes v
throw some light on that subject.

The one thing, at once formidable an w

; L]
‘ \-.

~with regard to the Christian attitude towarc _‘

~ . Digitized:by B



ous, most pe '
 Jews to then' 0




T -'_‘:-. .._e’:“.a"_‘llr_';"_" .-‘ Gt -’w.._-'. O T AT AR -‘ ; ,'. ._. ~ I :.- .. ‘- '.':r'-""- I",:--\-;Jﬂa
> N, g M i 4 w1l Wl i o
e : i
)]

"THE ZIONIST = 53

~ or the prophets, but it will in course of time

- languish and fade away as an exotic plant
transplanted to the North Pole. But we are
not beyond recovery: we have but to return
to the cradle of our nationality, to Palestine,
and there—only there—we will regain all our
lost abilities, and lead a natural life. Thus
the trend of all Lilienbloom’s thoughts and
‘actions after becoming a Zionist was directed
towards the Jewish colonisation in Palestine.
And Lilienbloom, as well as the other Zion-
1st pioneers, though at first a reformer, almost
a cosmopolitan, took the greatest pains for
the rescue of our nationality.

But what have our present great Rabbis,
the guardians of our national spirit, done?
When Mendelssohn first brought civilisation
into the Jewish world by translating the Bible
into German, and by shedding great light
on it by his exquisite exegetic interpretations,
the Rabbis were very alarmed because——as Dean
Milman puts it in a very concise but most
striking manner: “Rabbinism was still the
stronghold and the source of the general
stubborn fanaticism : yet even this stern priest-
craft which ruled with its ancient despotism
in more barbarous Poland, either lost its
weight, or was constrained to accommodate
itself to the spirit of the age, in the west
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