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{B]ut as anyone can attest who has had the opportunity to know the
emigre Hebraists in New York as recently as the 1950, these writers,
displaced from their multilingual setting, were doomed to declaim
sonorous Hebrew cadences in a historical vacuum. In an essentially
monolingual country that offered relatively open access to people of
talent ,those with literary gifts in the younger generation [...] would of
course'be-drawn to the dominant language. The older Hebraists, then,
were left brandishing a literary torch with no one to whom they could
.pass it on.

(Emphasis added)
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Robert Alter, The Invention of Hebrew Prose: Modern Fiction 2
and the Language of Realism (U. of Washington Press, 1988), p.
73.
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