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America look upon the Judeo-German dialect
as Yiddish and as the Sphardic Jews consider

their Ladino—but all the Jews in every nook
of civilization agree with sublime pride that
they have but ome national language, namely
Hebrew—the spiritual Fatherland of Israel

G. SELIKOVITSCH.
New York, March, 1922,



transliterated in Sanskrit letters, for example:

o ST Wi
e |y,
e, gui.

which reads:
The Israelite Cooperative Society, Limited
Umerkhadi, Bombay.

I remember having seen iin the same journal
original Hebrew quotations in Sanskrit letters,
the most striking of them being the famous

Shma Israel Adonay
Elohenu Odonay Ehad
(Hear O Israel, the Lord is our God,
the Lord is one)

transcribed in Sanskrit letters thus:
AT CPRIT AT
TR AT T
The Beni-Israel of India, whose number
exceeds ten thousand, look upon their mother

tongue in the Sanskrit garb as purely Jewssh,
the same as millions of Jews in Europe and

x!.



dreds of thousands of Hindus, as it was
centuries before our era, nor has it ceased to
be used for literary purposes, as many books
and journals written in that ancient language
~are still produced. The Vedic poems are still
learned by heart, as they were in the time
when Buddha’s teaching enriched the Sanskrit
literature with new poetic flashes which
attracted millions of admirers.

Strange enough, even today the native Jews
of India, the Bent-Israel residing since cen-
turies in Bombay and neighboring cities,

Orthodox Jews who speak the Mahratti dialect,
still continue to write the Sanskrit Devenagars
alphabet in their daily use, even in their re-
ligious periodicals and books. I received
regularly, for years, the journal “The Israclite”
edited by Mr. D. S. Erulkar (Kazarani Build-
ing, New Napgada Road, Bombay), where
most of the religious and social articles, as
well as sermons and poems are written in the

Devanagars alphabet of the old Sanskrit. I
find there many a time even English sentences

x



from left to right, is written with the De-
vanagari alphabet (many specimens of which
are found in the Buddhistic quotations in this
book), although the Bengali, Telugu and other
modern Indian alphabets are commonly em-
ployed for writing Sanskrit in the respective
provinces. But, a very important question
arises: Was the Sanskrit alphabet always
written from left to right? Max Miller in
his Sanskrit Grammar, first chapter (English
edition), as well as many other scholars, main-
tains that the earliest specimens of Sanskrit
inscriptions, about 250 B. C., were written
from right to left, clearly of Semitic origin,
being closely connected with the Aramaic
‘branch of the old Semitic or Phenician alpha-
bet.

It was an event of world wide significance
in the history of culture when the Sanskrit
literature was discovered in the latter part of
the Eighteenth Century. Like Hebrew, San-
skrit has never been a dead language in the

full meaning of the word, for Sanskrit is still
spoken as the tongue of the learned by hun-
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more. When I translated from the Syriac
into French the legendary “Testamert of
Adam, the First Man” (Bulletin de ’Athenee
Oriental No. 3, Paris, 1881—No. 1, 1882)
while a student in Paris, I had at first the same
erroneous conception of a translator’s duties.
I changed my method later when I lectured
simultaneously at the Franklin Institute, Phila-
delphia, Pa., and at the University of Pennsyl-
vania, on old Egyptian texts. I changed my
system to that effect in my English translation
of the “Hymn to the Sun-God Ra,” as pub-
lished in the Journal of the Franklin Institute
May, 1887, Philadelphia, Pa., in my thesis
“Dawn of Egyptian Civilization,” a work in
which I acknowledged the necessity that every
translation requires creative faculties. I
followed the same method in my Hebrew trans-
lation of the same Egyptian Hymn, published
in my Hebrew book “PWOoB-YT1 %,
(Warsaw, 1910). Nevertheless, I am far
from claiming that my Hebrew version of

Buddha is a recreation of Buddha’s Gospel.
As it is well known, Sanskrit, which reads
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Burnouf, Max Miller, Foucaux, Oldenberg,
Theodor Benfey and others, I have not
overlooked the commentators of India and
China, whose remarks, some of them in trans-
lations, I found necessary to incorporate in my
notes with the mention of such commentators
of the Far East.

We must not forget that Buddha Gautama,
who florished about the beginning of the Sixth
Century, B. C,, in the north of Hindustan, as
well as his life and his gospel are overlaid
with a mass of extravagant and incredible

«legends, but I could hardly ignore many of
them in my notes. Next I had to clarify such
Buddhistic terms as NIRVANA, SAM-
SARAH, KARMA, DHARMAPADA,
DHARMARAJA, ATAMAN and many
similar terms, which abound in the teachings
of Buddha in the Sanskrit text, rendering their
equivalents in that lucid Hebrew in which
Israel created the Text-book of civilization.

Translating has become an art, shaking off
the tenacious delusion that a prose translation
need be only painstaking paraphrase, nothing
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The few liberties I took in my translation
consist in abbreviating superfluous repetitions
of the editors of the TRIPITKA (Buddha
himself left no books, he left living followers
instead), as well as in amplifying many de-
scriptive passages or poetical flashes, too
laconically told in the original texts, and I did
it wherever Biblical purity of language per-
mitted it.

Far from me the delusion to consider my
translation as a recreation, as Fitzgerald’s
“Rubaiyat” or even as the works of Alexander
Mattos, who gave us a creative English version
of Maeterlinck, I am nevertheless assured by
intelligent readers of the Hebrew Journal
“HADOAR,” where my Hebrew version ap-
peared serially, that I succeeded in my work,

Following strictly the Hebrew phraseology
in all its Biblical purity for the Buddha texts,
I employed post-Biblical or Rabbinical Hebrew
for my introduction and explanatory notes, as
well as for my brief lexicon at the end of this
book.

While consulting liberally the works of
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PREFACE.

In the effort of making the gospel of
Buddha Gautama for the first time accessible
to Hebrew readers, I endeavored to give the
reader not only a literal translation of the
sacred books of Buddhism, but also a re-
arrangement, if I may express myself so, of
the old Buddhist Canon, in order to adapt the
translation to the genius of Biblical Hebrew
in the spirit of the prophetic style, as reflected
in the Old Testament, since Buddha’s original

doctrine is far from antagonizing the Prophets
of Israel.

At the same time I tried to avoid as far as
possible the least deviation from Buddhist
tenets, wishing to give the Hebrew reader the
complete life of Buddha and his teachings,
ignoring the numerous sects which sometimes
lamentably contradict the very principles of
the founder of Buddhism. |
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Jewish writers only (employing Hebrew words for
Yiddish thoughts) and even our latest Hebrew poet-
ry, which we have considerably ameliorated, purified
and reconstructed, is after all Yiddish or Aramaic
in spirit. But the Hebrew muse of Selikovitsch aims
at higher summits: it abounds with prophetic inspir-
ation, resounding the antique echo of exalted Hebrew
thoughts in the purest Biblical vocabulary.”

That is why the famous Hebrew critic, who is
still mourned by all Israel since his untimely death,
a few months ago’ sincerely believed that Prof.
Selikovitsch is the right man to create a new Hebrew
classic out of a Sanskrit one.

THE HEBREW PUBLISHING CO.
New York, March 1922.
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PUBLISHER’S FOREW/ORD.

The two principal objects which we kept in view
in publishing “THE TEACHINGS OF BUDDHA”
in a Biblical Hebrew translation by Prof. G. Seliko-
vitsch have been first the enormous popularity and
vogue this work obtained among Hebrew readers
while it appeared serially in the Hebrew journal
HADOAR. Next, we felt a pious duty to comply
with the wishes of the late Dr. M. J. Berdiczewsky
of Berlin, the immortal Hebrew author who devoutly
desired to see Buddha‘s life and doctrine rendered in
a pure Hebrew version by Prof. G. Selikovitsch.

Why the lamented Berdiczewsky, the George
Brandes of the modern Hebrew litrature, insisted
that such a work should be done by Selikovitsch, is
explained best by Berdiczewsky himself in his post-
humous work  “app mw3, Vol. III, page 67-69
(Stybel Publishing House, Leipzig 1922). We extract
the following few lines from the classic author:

“When we speak of Selikovitsch we have before
us a \Hebrew poet of the first rank, who elevated the
modern Hebrew literature to a sublime magnitude-
Compared with him, we authors in our best are
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The original text, comprising the gospel of Buddha
Gautama, for the first time iranslated into
Biblical Hebrew, with introduction and notes
and a brief glossary in Rabbinical Hebrew.
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