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‘Temptation of the alphabet: to adopt the succession of letters in order to link 44
fragments is to fall back on what constitutes the glory of language (and what
constituted Saussure's despair): an unmotivated order (an order outside of any
imitation), which is not arbitrary (since everyone knows it, recognizes it, and agrees
on it). The alphabet is euphoric: no more anguish of "schema", no more rhetoric of
"development," no more twisted logic, no more dissertations! An idea per fragment,
a fragment per idea, and as for the succession of these atoms, nothing but the age-
old and irrational order of the French letters (which are themselves meaningless
objects- deprived of meaning).” R. Barthes, Roland Barthes by Roland Barthes,
trans. R. Howard, New York 1977, p. 147
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