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Dov Cohen

SA‘ADI HALEVI-ASHKENAZI (SALONIKA,
1819-1903): AN UPDATED BIOGRAPHY

Sa‘adi Halevi-Ashkenazi was a man of many talents who was
involved in a wide range of cultural pursuits. A fourth-generation
publisher, he transformed his family’s printing house into one
of the Ottoman Empire’s leading establishments and published
hundreds of books, in both Hebrew and Ladino. The two long-
lasting newspapers—one in Ladino and one in French—that he
founded and edited in Salonika ranked among the most important
and influential of their kind. His numerous Ladino poems were
reprinted repeatedly and were popular even in far-flung Sephardic
communities.

Sa‘adi Halevi-Ashkenazi was known for his liberal views and
was considered to be ahead of his time. His memoir—in and
of itself a groundbreaking endeavor in the society in which he
lived—serves as a significant primary source for information
about Jewish communal life in that era.

Yet, in spite of his prominent position and major contributions,
no comprehensive study of his life exists. Furthermore, much
of what has been written about him is incomplete, inaccurate,
or vague and unclear. This article sets the record straight and
presents an updated biography of Sa‘adi Halevi, based on a variety

of sources and in light of new findings.
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Yaron Ben-Naeh & Noah S. Gerber

LIBRARIES AND BOOK COLLECTIONS OF OTTOMAN
JEWS: THE CASE OF LATE OTTOMAN JERUSALEM

This essay deals with the fate of manuscript collections and
hoards of Hebrew manuscripts from Ottoman Jerusalem, with a
comparative glance at similar cases in other Jewish communities
in Islamic lands. For generations Jerusalem had been the final
destination for many rabbinic scholars who brought their libraries
with them. The numerous yeshivot founded in the city enhanced
the availability of both manuscript and printed works in Ottoman
Jerusalem. Since the 17 century Christian Hebraists and European
Orientalists purchased Hebrew books in the Ottoman realm. Local
regulations against the exodus of Hebrew books from Jerusalem
were to no avail in this context. Nor did they carry weight later,
when this intellectual commerce began to include both European
Jews, as well as some of their brethren in faith from the holy
city. The former type was primarily concerned with textual
remnants of medieval Rabbinic civilization, preserved mainly in
manuscript form but occasionally also in rare printed editions,
while the latter combined commercial savvy with a native sense
of custodial responsibility. Soon enough local antiquarians were
conserving manuscripts—some obsessively so, as much as they
were providing Western individuals and institutions with the
city’s textual treasures. By the dawn of the 20" century most of
these treasure troves had become obsolete. Heirs of illustrious
rabbinical dynasties and yeshivot guardians sold the remains of
their collections for a pittance. The fall of the Jewish quarter
in 1948 sealed the fate of what was left. Local researchers and

bibliographers noted this loss belatedly.
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III1.
HISTORY AND SOCIETY - PEOPLE AND LIBRARIES

Joseph R. Hacker

PORTUGUESE JEWS IN SALONICA: THE CORRESPONDENCE
BETWEEN THE BEIT HA-LEVI AND THE IBN-YAHIA FAMILIES

The descendants of the Beit Ha-Levi and the Ibn-Yahia clans,
who lived in Salonica after the expulsion from Portugal in 1497,
maintained close connections and family ties. Members of both
families (the Beit Ha-Levi of Evora and the Ibn-Yahia of Lisbon)
were rich, aristocratic, highly accomplished and educated people.
Several individuals of both clans served as leaders of the Lisbon
and the Evora communities in Salonica, during the 16* and the 17
centuries, together with the Abravanels, the Alatuns and others.

The Hebrew correspondence between members of these
families is published in this article from several manuscripts.
The letters are from the late 16™ century to the second decade
of the 17* century. Each letter is meticulously annotated and its
historical and cultural background provided. The letters, written
in a highly elegant and affluent style (according to the Hebrew
Medieval Iberian literary tradition), present us with a penetrating
image of the cultural level and social trend of Hispanic well-to-do
intellectuals in the Ottoman Empire.

The article discusses several other issues: a. Compendiums
and collections of Hispanic Hebrew letters (Medieval and Early
Modern); b. The structure and literary character of the published
letters; c. The historical background, as well as the biography
and family ties, of the correspondents; d. The hitherto unknown

detailed biography of Don Tam Ibn-Yahia and his family.
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tastes. The text before us was written about four years later, while
the denunciation therein is more acute, and sometimes ironic, and
touches upon a variety of issues: the forsaking of one’s religion,
the reduction of parental authority, the change in the status of
women, the undermining of a father’s role within his family, the
manner in which a person’s leisure and free time are to be spent,
the lack of modesty, and the manner of secular education, among

other things.

XII



SUMMARIES

into the central rabbinic discourse is found in the fact that
Kabbalistic considerations started to inform mainstream halakhic
rulings in works written before the expulsion. Consequently we
may conclude that part of the process that led to the spread of the
Kabbalah in the century after the expulsion began already in the
fifteenth century, a century that in many ways shaped the Sefardi

heritage that the émigrés took with them to their new homes.

Paltiel Giat

PIRKEI BANIM—YOREH HATA’IM OF RABBI AVRAHAM ‘ARUSSI

Avraham <Arussi (1878-1935) immigrated to Israel in 1923 from
Yemen, and is the author of dozens of compositions, as well as
of hundreds of poems. Unlike other contemporary artists from
among Yemen's new immigrants, those who expressed in their
works their solidarity with the Zionist enterprise and its leaders,
‘Arussi’s literary work reflects a sharp dissent against the way of
life in the Land of Israel and against its inhabitants, and attests to
the deep remorse that the artist felt with his encounter of the new
and modern world. Most of his criticism was levelled against the
manifestation of secularism and the way in which the inhabitants
of the country would while away their time with the vanities of
this life, whereas only a few concerned themselves with social or
status issues, turning rather to the Ashkenazi hegemony which
then ruled the Land of Israel, and which, in ‘Arussi's words,
discriminated against the Yemenite immigrants over their ethnic
background.

This article will present one of Avraham <Arussi’s most striking
works of censure, called Pirkei Bantim—Yoreh Hata’tm, styled after
the Mishnah, both in its external form and in its linguistic style.
In 1994, Yehuda Ratzaby published a work by Arussi bearing the

same title, although it was shorter and made to suit more refined
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culmination of a complex, lengthy, and gradual process in which
the Kabbalah developed, took shape, and moved from the esoteric
world of the initiated to the general public. We have a relatively
great deal of information on the spread of Kabbalah in the new
conditions of the sixteenth century. However, did the process
occur only after the expulsions from the Iberian peninsula or had
it begun before then?

This article discusses the status of the Kabbalah in Jewish
society, its dissemination, and its influence on the intellectual and
religious world of the Jews of Spain between the persecutions of
1391 and the expulsions at the end of the fifteenth century. From
this perspective, the article examines the writings from that
period and their role as links in the chain of the development of
the Kabbalah among Iberian Jewry and its descendants.

The article discusses works that were written in this period and
presents the well-known Kabbalists and their contribution to the
dissemination of the Kabbalah. Thus the article refers to how the
Kabbalah was studied and the framework of study of the yeshivot
in which it was taught—by way of examining the information
we have and clarifying claims asserted in previous research. An
additional aspect of the article discusses the role of Kabbalists in
the community and estimates that role to have been an important
factor in enabling the spread of the Kabbalah in society.

On the basis of the data presented in the article, it then goes on
to address the main issue at hand: the identification of a gradual
increase in the status of the Kabbalah over the course of the
fifteenth century (notably, nearly all of the evidence we have refers
to the Castilian sphere and not to that of Aragon). This increase
is expressed in the Kabbalists™ activity in the main schools and
the presence of major yeshivot in which the head of the yeshiva
inculcated his disciples with esoteric learning. An additional

manifestation of the spread of the Kabbalah and its penetration
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II.
LITERATURE

Haviva Ishay

“IT SAYS THAT AND THAT MEANS THAT :
THE DEBATE POEMS OF ABRAHAM IBN EZRA

Abraham Ibn Ezra was one of the most important ambassadors
of the Golden Age Andalusian heritage. He is considered the fifth
major poet of the Spanish-Hebrew Golden Age and a great rebel
who sought to save Hebrew poetry from sinking into spiritual and
formal epigonism. The last of the great Jewish lyricists of Islamic
Spain was the first author of classical secular debate poetry in the
Hebrew language.

In pioneering the genre in Hebrew, Abraham Ibn Ezra wrote
four classical debate poems. Although debate poetry already
existed in Arabic poetry, it lacked any and all expression in the
secular works of the Hebrew poets of Andalusia until Ibn Ezra, a
discrepancy for which an explanation is due. This article aims to
redefine the corpus of Ibn Ezra’s debate poems while recognizing
their origins: does the genre have a single ancestral source, or did
it develop in different places, in different cultures and in different
times? We will try to understand why Ibn Ezra was the first poet
to write secular Hebrew debate poems: is being “a man of the

world” the reason? Is it the period in which he lived?

Yoel Marciano
THE STATUS AND DISSEMINATION OF THE KABBALAH IN ]EWISH

SOCIETY IN THE IBERIAN PENINSULA IN THE LATE MIDDLE AGES

“The Golden Age” of the Kabbalah among émigrés from Iberia

began in the last decades of the sixteenth century. This was the
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syntax (such as the particle “%”, its meaning and use), and in the
field of lexicography (such as the meaning of the words: “ows”,
“qun” and “yr7).

Gilad Shapira

POETRY AND MIDRASH IN THE INTRODUCTION OF MIDRASH
HAGADOL: A COMBINATION OF UTTERANCES AS POETIC KEY

The Midrash Hagadol (MhG) is a comprehensive book on the
Pentateuch and the Scroll of Esther and is attributed to Rabbi
David Ha‘Adani (c. 1310-1355) of Yemen. MhG begins with an
introduction combining two utterances: a midrashic preface
disconnected from the bible sequence, and poetry verses. These
two utterances are connected by a verse which ends the poem
and begins the preface. The discussion of the MhG's introduction
attempts to clarify the possibility of perceiving these two
utterances as a framework with expositional potential for the
entire comprehensive work.

In dealing with the issue of combining the midrashic prefaceand
the poetry, I show how the poetic function of the hermeneutical
terminology, the use of thematic concepts as a poetic tool and
the author’s character are inextricably intertwined. Unlike the
conjecture that MhG’s introduction is connected to Genesis alone,
I propose to view the introduction as an exposition of the MhG
as a whole. As an exposition, this introduction demonstrates that
MhG is a unique Midrash, based on the combination of poetry
that sets themes and midrashic sequences, constructing these
themes using the bible verses and literary genres which appear in
midrashic discourse.
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I.
COMMENTARY AND MIDRASH

Ali Watad

THE BOOK SHARH ’IM BEHUKOTAI OF NAFIS AL-DIN ABU
°L-FARAJ IBN AL-KATHAR (13™ CENTURY): TOWARDS
THE PUBLICATION OF AN ACADEMIC EDITION

The book Sharh *im bihukotai was composed by Nafis al-Din Abtu
’l-Faraj Ibn al-Kathar, also known as “Shams al-hukama” who
lived most likely in the late 13* century or maybe at the beginning
of the 14™ century. The book is written in Middle Arabic in Arabic
characters. The verses from the Torah and the liturgical quotes of
the Samaritan poems are written in Samaritan Hebrew characters.
The book is found in a number of Samaritan manuscripts and in
various libraries in Israel and abroad.

Although the title of the book is °Im bihukotai, its content
deals with many subjects from various fields, such as linguistics
and commentary, as well as fields related to Halakha. As far as
linguistics are concerned, the book deals with issues of phonology,
morphology, syntax and semantics. In regard to commentary and
Halacha, the book addresses issues such as the commentary of the
part of the poem of “ha’zinu” (listen), commandments which are
required from the believer, wages of commandments and more.

In my article I will discuss the issue of the manuscripts in
relation to the publication of an academic edition. I will also
present several linguistics issues in the field of phonology (such as

pronunciation of the word “yav” and its meaning), in the field of
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