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When we talk about an object of desire, we are really talking about a
cluster of promises we want someone or something to make to us and
make possible for us. This cluster of promises could be embedded in a
person, a thing, an institution, a text, a norm, a bunch of cells, smells, a
good idea—whatever.
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Douglas R. Hofstadter, Le Ton beau de Marot: In Praise of the Music of Language, Basic .9
Books, New York 1997, pp. 367-369
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