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A child appeared [...] and I thought the little thing waved a friendly hand. [...]
Then I heard a laugh among the yew-peacocks, and turning to make sure [...] I
caught the utterly happy chuckle of a child absorbed in some light mischief. The
garden door — heavy oak sunk deep in the thickness of the wall — opened further.”
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When I paused [...] I listened [...] but the wood was so full of the noises of
summer [...] that I could not at first distinguish these from the thread of small
cautious feet stealing across the dead leaves.*
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“[...] they tell me that one never sees a dead person’s face in a dream. Is that true?”
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“I believe it is — now I come to think of it.”

“but how is it with yourself — yourself?” the blind eyes turned towards me.
“I have never seen the faces of my dead in any dream,” I answered.

“then it must be as bad as being blind.”*
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“[...] when one can’t see... I don’t want to seem silly”, her chin quivered like a
child’s as she spoke, “but we blindies have only one skin, I think. Everything out
hits straight at our souls. It’s different with you. You’ve got such good defence
in your eyes — looking out — before anyone can really pain you in your soul.
[...] “Don’t do that!” she said of a sudden, putting her hands before her eyes.
“What?”

She made a gesture with her hand.

“That! It’s — it’s all purple and black. Don’t! That colour hurts.”*
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“awful weather!” I cried, as I slowed dead for the turn.

[...]

“Is that you, from the other side of the country?” she called.

“Yes, me — from the other side of the country,” I answered laughing.*
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I heard the rustle of a frock and the patter of feet — quick feet through a room
beyond. [...] They lay close, in a little huddle, no more than shadows except
when a quick flame betrayed an outline.*

,7DD77 1AW 07797 DU¥RINM 12w ,0%p KXY PO 0P pEO 1IVTIA IMIX 1A DX nhIn
NANBI DY INEYTIPY 070 0wE 0°0PP MITI0Y DR 2w, 1NIWAINY IMATINM
DOPATINN MTI0 T ¥m DI0MAT DX 7371772 10,0151 9197 1KY 10017 MRk Mpan
127,731 TN MY DX 219AY”7 17 DIWHRNI MW R PR LRLX DWYI A9XY ,WwDIa
0.71°50% PIY P2 PO ORI Mapya o1 ,pIaw , TINR

Y .07 KDY WK DTV WK KT IYOR2 IR 7272100 1 ,7pna KD 0 AT
MWDNM AR MOV VAT ;IO MWDK DX N0, PINT PR MNDR 07y, wan
W 79X ,1°K AR 79K — DIIAR DIIRCEM 0N IR DPORIVPRT MINOEHT DX MK
PPV, PRIOPRT IR VI TR 070, M0 — T TP 19K ,N1RR DY
,0191% NP12°7 DW AnWaAANT 77 P DIPAT AP MIRCEHRT P DX LI 1191
PR ORPIT DR CPRINT 1 92y 070V YW DPphR nvEy MYENK2 P 0% 10
,0772°71 HX 217 900w ,0INKY 07797 DY 0w TTIYE MR DR YIRS N9
:37 77 WAD KDY MND1a ynoY woxm XIT M2 DY YyRw: 1IYn omye Dipw

I felt my relaxed hand taken and turned softly between the soft hands of a child.
[...] the little brushing kiss fell in the center of my palm — as a gift on which the
fingers were, once, expected to close: as the all-faithful half-reproachful signal
of a waiting child not used to neglect even when grown-ups were busiest — a
fragment of the mute code devised very long ago.

[...] The woman turned to me in silence and I felt that she knew. [...] my soul

was torn open within me.*!
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I heard the door shut. [...] it was the last time.
[-.]
“Oh, I see,” [the blind woman] went on simply as a child [...] “d’you remember, I called you
lucky — once — at first. You, who must never come here again!”
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