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“]. Does the commentator do justice to the coercion of the biblical :192 'y ,07%% 113
text, or does the author’s private agenda overshadow the text itself? 2. Does the
creative imagination of the commentator lead the reader back to the biblical text
or away from it? 3. Does the interpretation deal seriously with the profoundest
dimension of the biblical text without being diverted by clever, even brilliant
speculation? 4. Does the commentator reflect the needed patience and empathy to
wrestle with the elements of the Bible that at first seem strange, distant, and even
offensive to modern sensibilities? 5. Has the commentator learned enough from
the history of interpretation to retain a sense of modesty regarding his or her efforts
and a critical respect for those who have illuminated the way in the past?”
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