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As when the billow gathers fast
With slow and sullen roar

Beneath the keen northwestern blast
Against the sounding shore :
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First far at sea it rears its crest,
Then bursts upon the beach,

Or with proud arch and swelling breast,
Where headlands outward reach,

It smites their strength, and bellowing flings
Its silver foam afar ;

So, stern and thick, the Danaan kings
And soldiers marched to war.
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Ktérego wiegzi boginka, - przeto si¢ ozwie w
te stowa :

“Dzeusie, rodzicu i wy, wieczni szczesliwi
bogowie !
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Could all our care elude the gloomy grave

Which claims no less the fearful than the
brave,

For lust of fame I should not vainly dare

In fighting fields, nor urge thy soul to war :

But since, alas! ignoble age must come,

Disease, and death’s inexorable doom ;
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G

Woman, I too take thought for this ; but then
I bethink me

What the Trojan men and Trojan women
might murmur,

If like a coward I skulked behind, apart from
the battle.

Nor would my own heart let me ; my heart,
which has bid me be valiant

Always, and always fighting among the first
of the Trojans,

Busy for Priam’s fame and my own, in spite
of the future.

For that day will come, my soul is assured of
its coming,

It will come, when sacred Troy shall go to
destruction,

Troy, and warlike Priam too, and the people
of Priam.
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Juz sie jutrzenka podniosta z loza pyszne-
go Tytona

I $wiatlo nieci dla ludzi i $wiatlo nieci dla
bogdw.

A wlasnie nic§miertelnicy zasiedli kolem na
wiece,

A miedzy nimi gromigcy Dzeus, jako wod-
ca najwyzszy.

Atoli w duszy Ateny zamieszkal zal za
Odyssem,
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The life which others pay, let us bestow,
And give to fame what we to nature owe,
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Is finis nobis et sermonis et itineris communis fuit.
nam comites uterque ad villulam proximam laevor-
sum abierunt. ego vero quod primum ingressui
stabulum conspicatus sum accessi et de quadam
anu caupona ilico percontor: “estne, inquam, Hy-
pata haec civitas” ? adnuit.
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Here our ways parted. They turned off towards a
group of houses to the left of the road ; I went
straight on.

CHAPTER II

At Milo’s House
I knocked at the door of the first inn I saw. An
old woman opened it. “Good afternoon, Mother”
I said. “Is this the town of Hypata?”
She nodded without speaking.
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* The Transformations of Lucius, otherwise known
as The Golden Ass, by Lucius Apuleius. Trans-

lated by Robert Graves. The Penguin Classics,
1950.
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In my translation I have made no attempt to
bring out the oddness of the Latin — — — para-
doxically, the effect of oddness is best achieved in
convulsed times like the present by writing in as
easy and sedate an English as possible.
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