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MY 930 IR ,NTIAY) DTIIN 21N NS 1Dy K PRwnn DNNID D ani 292 (2016
nNY 720 YY nY12°2 NNNL NIV DTIYY PWIIN MOWIN *D DI DIPIN NYL 60770
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12— MO PPNWN DN TN I72) DNIN dpnwn nraY DMwy (112) NYunn pnwn
NP IN DY P PIANND D1 TY K1 DNAY MO PPHYN D200 NMNY MNNa 10N 1270y
DIRYY DMWY DM ,YNIN ¥’ DN D) — DINKR DY DIPYY PIonY DWpani ,(DPPa XpNT IRD)
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Representation of children's games in selected passages from Hebrew
literature
Nitsa Dori

The game is considered a means of creating an imaginary reality and its purpose is
vent and amusement, and as such it provides a universal need inherent in every baby
and every child in the whole world, although the characteristics of the games may
vary from culture to culture. An adult watching the child’s game can learn a lot about
his experiences and the depths of his heart. If he chooses to move from the spectator
position and join the child's game and the world of his imagination, and combine words,
facial expressions and actions that express warmth and love (smile, hug, caress, etc.), the
child's enjoyment of the game will increase immeasurably.

In Hebrew literature, there are many representations of fictional childhood games,
games invented by children, most of them socio-dramatic games, including games that
incorporate various objects that children find at home and outside, and games that do
not use accessories at all, all reflecting the inner world of game participants. In the verbal
gestures, the games of survival and competition are expressed in the children's rich
imagination and also the blurring of the boundaries between the world of reality and the
world of play. A special type of game is based on imitating adults and identifying with
their world, and it allows children to experience 'careful’ and non-binding experience
in the 'real' world, and more. The article will examine these representations in selected
excerpts from literary works by Hebrew authors in different periods and will emphasize,
among other things, different references of adults to the world of children's play, as
expressed in these works.

Keywords: Childhood games, Hebrew literature, Reality and imagination,
Improvisation games, Fun and motivation.



Representations of playfulness, games and reading in Uri Orlev’s
autobiographical books “The Lead Soldiers” and “The Sandgame”
Dr. Israela Weiss

Dedicated, with longing, to my beloved parents

Arnold and Miriam Weiss of blessed memory

The Lead Soldiers and The Sandgame, Uri Orlev’s autobiographical novels, describe
Orlev and his brother Kajik’s childhood in various hiding places during the six years of
World War II. The Lead Soldiers was written for adult readers in 1956, shortly after the
war ended, and became popular among adolescents. Orlev wrote his children’s book
The Sandgame in 1996, a response to his son’s questions about the war and his father’s
whereabout during those days. Orlev returned to some of the events he described in
The Lead Soldiers, explains and expands on them, making them accessible to young
readers.

In this article, I will discuss the roles of playfulness, games and reading in the child’s
world, and examine the ways in which they are reflected in Orlev’s autobiographical
books The Lead Soldiers and The Sandgame. A reading of psychologist Bruno
Bettelheim’s theory, as presented in his 4 Good Enough Parent, will help us understand
the central place of playfulness, games and reading in childrens lives. My claim is
that a common thread can be found tying all three components, expressed in Orlev’s
childhood, and contributed to his development as an adult author of imagination,
expression, sensitivity, and morality.

Key words: Uri Orlev, Bruno Bettelheim, Games, War games, Imagination, Effect
of childhood, Holocaust, The Sandgame, The Lead Soldiers



Through an analysis of the thematic and visual practices of several selected children’s
books, this article demonstrates how conservative norms regarding identity, as well as
biological, sexual and gender classifications are established.

This claim is proven via a critical interpretive discussion revolving around two
themes. First, literary establishment of ontological essentialism, according to which
characters are fixated into the biological categories they were assigned to at birth,
without legitimacy for any challenge, transformation or diverging performativity. Any
movement along axes of ontological identities, including gender and sexual identities is
ridiculed, thus constructing shame as an inherent characteristic within these characters’
identities. Second, this article considers narratives where legitimacy for such fluidity
is expressed, but is nevertheless limited by an assumption that “different” characters
may only associate with other “different” characters. In the books reviewed, there were
almost no positive interactions found between those defined as “different” and those
defined as “normal” or “normative”. Such strict divide between normative and non-
normative identities, this article concludes, reinforces the conservative status-quo and
diminishes the possibility for transformative social change.

Queer and critical readings of these books expose their hidden conservative agenda
and highlights the way they utilize biological arguments to cast gender and sexual non-
normative practices as unnatural.

The article maps the range of thematic and visual techniques the books reviewed
employ in order to de-legitimize gender and sexual fluidity, to promote heteronormative
ideology as well as transphobic discourses and narratives.

Given children’s literature’s key role as an educational tool, its critique proves
highly important. Considering transgender people’s high vulnerability to transphobia,
discrimination and violence, such scrutiny is granted a more urgent nature.

Keywords: Queer theory; Trans practices; Critical Reading; Children’s Literature;
Gender and sexual identities; Transphobia.



identity and consciousness of equality, solidarity and human rights. Similarly, the article
assumes that before criticizing the rules of government, political parties and ideologies,
preschoolers should be encouraged to practice critical, independent and free thinking.
Educators should cultivate in young children the sentiment for social injustices and a
sensitivity to the negative aspects of power and self-interest. They should encourage
and strengthen political consciousness, the desire for social proactivity and the urge to
bring about change.

The definition of Politics and Political Literacy converge with Political Reading.
Political Reading in children's books for preschoolers, is defined as reading from a
perspective that explores the main characteristics of politics: power, conflict, interest
(profit). These characteristics are translated and represented by top political themes that
Political Reading deals with: poverty, inequality, racism, human rights etc.

"A Walnut of Gold" by author Levin Kipnis and "The Sea is For Free" by poet Shani
Gershi, are analyzed from the perspective of Political Reading.

Following the reading, a political discourse, among kindergarten children is
documented as well. The conversations are a testament to the children's political self,
their spontaneous and intuitive political thinking and reasoning, and no less, a glimpse
into ways in which both literature and politics are perfectly understood and interpreted
by the children.

Keywords: Politics, Political Literacy, Political Reading in early childhood literature,

Politics in children's literature, Kindergarten children as commentators on literature
and politics, Poverty and economic-political inequality.

A Critical, Queer and Trans Reading of Selected Children’s Literature
Dr. Gila Danino Yona

This article examines whether narratives supporting gender and sexual fluidity exist
in selected children’s literature. For that purpose, this article analyzes the way in which
queer theory and trans practices are manifested in these books, and which practices
resist and challenge the sex-gender-sexual orientation continuum.



to trace the roots of this trend of literature, places Lindgren as one of its pioneers.
Moreover, the article relates extensively to the ideological attitudes of the authoress
and depicts how the concepts of the radical education that she had been exposed to
during her young days, influenced her and became an important part of her worldview.
The second part of the article is dedicated to the analyses of Pippi Longstocking’s
character, which represents a personality with independent and critical thinking. The
author of the article strives to justify his claim, that in the characters of Pippi and of Emil
of Lonneberga (another character that revolts against conventional norms), Lindgren
presents an alternative model of human personality - the free and independent one.
Such personalities are one of the cornerstones (if not the most important one) of a free
democratic society. According to this, the article emphasizes that via those characters
and by means of other humanistic messages found in her books, Lindgren promotes
changes in human society to make it freer and more open.

Key words: Astrid Lindgren, Radical education, Radical children's literature, Pippi
Longstocking, Emil of Lonneberga

Political Literacy and Political Reading in Children's Books: Kindergarten
Children Talk About Poverty and Political Inequality
Dr. Celina Mashiach, Dr. Tamar Verete-Zehavi, Dr. Renana Green-Shukrun

Questions of political education in general, citizenship education and democratic
education in particular (Kremnitzer, 1996), are part of both controversial and
indisputable issues that face educators. The article bypasses education for citizenship,
and education for democracy, and focuses upon political literacy as proposed by
Professor Zvi Lam, scholar, educator and expert in conflicting theories of instruction.
The purpose is to cast a friendly light upon the positive aspects of politics, to bring
both educators and pre-school children to realize that politics is part of human nature,
without which no ordinary social life can exist. In other words, to cultivate Political
Literacy amongst pre-school children.

Our starting point is that before educating children to become "citizens", children
should be educated to become "human beings", that is, having humanist-universal



Abstracts

A Reflection on the Educational Process in '""Mitz Petel" and " Aye Pluto"
Dr. Ephrat Havron

How does a human being grow, develop and become "he at his best"? Two children's
books, Mitz Petel by Haya Shenhav (1970) and Leah Goldberg's Aye Pluto (1957),
suggest that the self generates within a relationship with others, a relationship which
Heinz Kohut named "selfobject”. Kohut referred to a connection between one person
and another, in which the latter takes upon himself to serve two needs: to mirror the
self's potential, and to be ideal, big, wide, so that the self is included in this width,
and can draw its power from it. The books look at this developmental process from
two perspectives: that of the developing self, and that of those who take on the role
of selfobject for this self to develop and prosper. Thus, the texts refer to the huge
importance of the educational character. They tell a story about growth that is held by
an educational figure that ethically takes responsibility for the other, an educational
figure that is woven into the developing self, and from which both grow, develop and
become.

Key words: Leah Goldberg, Aye Pluto, Haya Shenhav, Mitz Petel, Educational
tigure, Heinz Kohut, Self-Psychology, Emmanuel Levinas.

Pippi - the Liberty Bell: Radical Education and Astrid Lindgren’s Struggle
for the Future of Mankind
Boris Wolkind

This article is an attempt to analyze the known Swedish author Astrid Lindgren’s
creations and her books (particularly Pippi Longstocking) viewed from the angle of
giving voice to ideas of radical education.

Initially, the article provides a basic acquaintance with the roots of radical
education. It also enables a brief glimpse in to the main principles of radical children’s
literature, which developed as the literary response to radical education theories. Trying
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