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Dr. Tuvya Achkenasi, The Ptptlatloi of Traatjordm

*pHt population of Transjordan
has undergone many changes. It
dwindled atter the fall of Rome
and increased during the Crusades
and the Ottoman empire. Two types
of people inhabit the districts: set-
tled inhabitants and nomadic or
semi-nomadic bedouins.

The settled population tills the
soil and lives in stone and clay
houses. The semi-nomadic Bedouins
pitch their goat-haired tents and
wander over limited territory. The
nomadic Bedouins engage in sheep
and cattle raising. There is an en-
mity between the farming class and
the Bedouins that goes back to an-
cient times. The Bedouin of old had
camels which enabled him to travel.
The farmer was dependent on his
good will and had to pay him trib-
ute.

Under British rule the grip of
the Bedouins has been weakened.
For the most part, however, the
strength of their control depends on
the individual attitude of the Brit-
ish official. As one authority, Jarvis
Bey, tells us, some officials are taken
in by a love for romanticism and
the desert in their dealings with the
Bedouins.

Many people who know of the
country from the activities of
Lawrence of Arabia consider it to
be a wilderness. But this is true only
of certain districts. The population
can be put at about 300,000 people
—one-fifth of that during the
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Roman period. We have remains of
various ancient settlements. The
estimates of the population vary in
different reports but they indicate
a growth of 44,037 people from
1926 to 1937.

Transjordan is two and a half
times the size of Palestine yet it has
only one-fourth of its population.
This is due mainly to the Bedouins
who require huge stretches of land.
If they could be turned to agricul-
ture the capacity of the country
would be increased immeasurably.
In considering the population of
Transjordan we have also to take
into account the inner migrations
of the people.

The largest of the minority
groups are the Circassians whose
number is 6,700. They came origin-
ally from the banks of the Black
Sea and were encouraged by the
Turkish Sultan to settle in Trans-
jordan. With the rise of Arab na-
tionalism and the coming of Ab-
dullah their position deteriorated in
the country.

In addition to the Circassians
there are other settlements of racial
groups such as the Bahai, the Tur-
kans and the Druses. Their number
is not great. The Christian popula-
tion consists of 20,000 people and
has been estimated to be as high as
40,000. The various Christian de-
nominational groups have their own
religious courts.



Simclra I. Aaarbach, Creator* at Moderm Sei-mme—Menm of Faith

JHE Renaissance brought with it

a complete change in the think-
ing of men and a casting aside of
the outlook that held sway during
the Middle Agea. In all fields there
was seen a quest for freedom from
tradition and the yoke of the
Church. Human rationalism became
the criterion for action.

Descartes is the typical represen-
tative of the new type of thinking.
In his Discourse On Method he de-
clares that the ability of man to
think and to doubt is the basis of
life, and he views physics, religion
and ethics from this angle. Descartes
began a rationalistic trend that
found expression in the various so-
cial movements in the Enlighten-
ment era. The rebellion against
authority was seen in religion itself.
But it was felt mainly in science.

In the history of human thought
science was at first linked with re-
ligion, and theologic speculation was
combined with scientific search.
With the development of science
and particularly after the Coper-
nican Revolution all this was
changed. A new concept of man
and the world was furthered by
such men as Bruno. The new stress
led inevitably to a mechanistic
view of the world and to anti-
religioa. Bruno himself adopted a
pantheistic approach. His writings
can be considered, therefore, as the
first to proclaim a new paganism
and reject Judeo-Christian thinking.

Bruno was conscious of his nega-
tive views of Christianity. He con-

sidered them to be the natural con-
clusion! of scientific thought. Even
though he may have had the purest
motives, he sowed the seeds of
apostacy and disbelief. In any mon-
otheistic conception of the world,
God must be considered as the crea-
tor who constantly shapes and con-
trols the world. This is the view of
such Jewish thinkers as Maimoni-
des, Bachya and Ibn GabiroL It is
the basis of Jewish theology and the
Jewish way of life.

The acceptance of a theory of
mechanical causality as a result of
the new findings of science has
meant the rejection of religious
tradition. Bacon, the founder of the
experimental method, was also the
first to declare the religious ap-
proach anti-scientific. Hobbs car-
ried the mechanistic approach fur-
ther, applying it to all realms of
human endeavor. Spinozistic thought
negates any divine action in the
world and denies miracles. Spinoza
applied the mechanistic approach
even to social, political and ethical
problems. Thus the chasm between
science and religion grew wider.

The religious instinct in man,
however, led to quests for harmon-
izing the two forces. Robert Boyle,
the chemist, was among those who
tried to find a synthesis between
science and religion. With Newton,
the 500th anniversary of whose
birth we celebrate this year, we have
the logical formula for this effort.

(To be continued)
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