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ifteen years after the deach of
fiik, our public still maintains an
brude of veneration toward the
- poet and an interest in his
and works. In the past ten
s, the most eventful ones in
ish history, numerous studies
ke appeared on Bialik and more
in preparation.

The aim of the present discussion
fto call attention to a trait in
hlik—one that has grown out of
) profound integration with the
nius of Jewish civilization—the
bit of anonymity, of humility.
FThe modern age has introduced
dividualism into Hebrew litera-
Each author is concerned
ith his own individual contribu-
pn and his own reputation. But
e historic development of Judaism
inded to favor the collective crea-
vity—of the whole people or of
b whole school of scudents—in
hich the individual conrriburion
as often lost in anonymity, or at
bist received lictle emphasis.
Bialik began his poetic career
gore or less in the spirit of con-
poraneous convention. But at
| certain period in his life he wrote
he famous poem of a twig broken
When one

framincs the spirit of that lyric in

from its trunk.

he light of Bialik’s general attitude

| Wiaslavsky, In the Shadow of Anonymity—Marginal Noftes
on Bialik

and of his subsequent career as a
writer, lecturer and compiler, one
sees in it the longing for the tradi-
rional Jewish anonymity.

The Book of Psalms did not stress
the authorship of particular chap-
ters. 'The Bible and the Talmud
are not known as works of this or
that great author. Dissenting opin-
ion in Jewish lore is often men-
tioned, but never stressed over
much, When Bialik compiled the
great Book of the Agadah, he em-
phasized the storics, the epigrams
and the morals which more or less
represent the accumulated collective
wisdom of the Jewish people rather
than present a collection of great
men,

The same rendency in Bialik led
him to produce his famous Folk-
songs, nearly all of them elabora-
tions of themes to be found in Yid-
dish folksongs, but all of them se-
lected with a view of presenting the
typical of the Jewish people rather
than the individual predilections of
the poct himself.

Late in life Bialik wrote a touch-
ing poem praying for the anony-
mous fate of the thousands of un-
known authors who contributed to
the Book of Psalms and the Bible.
It was a yearning for the return of
that anonymity which is the genius
of Judaism,

72
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Use the Pleasant
Laxative

Ex-Lax is the laxative you enjoy
taking. Tastes like delicious choc- |
olate, and gives thorough relief |
gently and comfortably, Ex-Lax !
is America’s biggest selling lax-
ative—used for over 40 years.
Still only 10¢, Economy size, 25¢, ||
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