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ANTI-SEMITISM IN RUSSIA — THEN AND NOW
by B. BArR TIKva

The fate of Jewry in Russia,
whatever the prevailing regime,
seems to differ only on the surs
face. The inherent hatred mani-
fested there towards Jews does
not undergo any change.

In the past, when religion was
the dominant factor in Jewish
life, the methods employed by
anti-Semites related to religion.
Nowadays, when the rebirth of
the Jewish people signifies the
triumph of Zionism, their enemies
combat such aspirations with
equal vigor. Many were the ab-
surdities caused by this. The pro-
hibition of the use of Hebrew in
Russia includes translations from
the writings of Lenin and Stalin.
And just as the Czarist govern-
ment had always blamed the
Jews for its own failings, so the
masters of the Kremlin now de-
clare that Zionism is an evil.

Whether the accusations are
prompted by considerations of
religion or are politically in-
spired, the results are identical.
There is a sharply negative atti-
tude towards Jews and Judaism.

Is there much difference be-
tween the numerus clausus aimed
at the Jewish minority in old
Russia and Khrushchev’s recent
statement that “steps are being

taken to eliminate the number
of Jews employed in accordance
wwith the percentage they com-
prise”? In brief, proficiency in a
given field on the part of the
Jew does not deter the “Social-
ist” state from discriminating
against him.

It is hardly surprising that the
Communist regime has not only
undermined the economic posi-
tion of the Jews, but also worked
assiduously to destroy their cul-
tural values. The wrath directed
at them was so strong that the
liquidation even of those Jewish
writers who had faithfully served
the Communists in previous anti-
Zionist, anti-religious campaigns,
was a foregone conclusion. To-
day, the Jewish population of
about three million is deprived
of Yiddish or Hebrew schools,
of books, periodicals, theatres,
museums — a thorough disap-
pearance, indeed, of all things
Jewish. Likewise, writers and in-
tellectuals have been “purged”
for a variety of reasons, such as
the unforgivable offense of sym-
pathy for the State of Israel and
the people of Israel.

To confirm this, one must read
the article on “The Ideological

164
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Purity of our Literature”, by the
critic Hayim Lutzker in the Yid-
dish periodical Der Stern, which
appeared in Kiev in 1948. There
the Soviet Jewish writers are
taken bitterly to task for their
crime of “not only mourning the
catastrophe that befell the Jews,
but also for the expressions of
joy at the fact that those Jews
who were saved were able to re-
sume their previous way of life.”
The prosecuting critic then in-
weighs against the nationalism of
poets like Osherowitz, who wrote
on “the spirit of the prophet
Ezekiel hovering about the bones
of the killed”; against one Plot-
nick who dared quote a passage
from the Bible; against 1. Kipnis,

whose hero in a story exclaims
“Despite the Fascists we will
proudly wear, in addition to the
Red Star, the Star of David!” So
Mr. Lutzker exclaims: “How did
Kipnis forget that the Star of
David is but a symbol of politi-
cal bourgeois Zionism or anti-
Soviet movement?”

The recent campaign to ‘re-
habilitate’ the purged Jewish
writers does in no way establish
the fact that they were innocent
victims of vicious political ma-
neuvers. After the Yiddish poet
David Hoffenstein was murdered
in 1952, his “rehabilitation” was
decreed in the form of having his
works published in Ukranian
only.

hqg‘@ﬂ
THE ORIGINS OF ZIONISM
by BEN HALPERN

Establishing the time of his-
torical, in contrast to pre-histori-
cal, events is of importance.
Though Adolf Boehm maintains
that “no new ideas underlie mod-
ern Zionism”, it is only the ar-
rival on the scene of Herzl and
Pinsker which made it a living
force.

However, pre-Zionist writings
and proposals do not explain the
existence of true Zionism, whose
origin must, therefore, be sought
elsewhere. We will trace, mean-
time, the reasons which prevent-
ed pre-Zionist attempts to be-
come historically significant. At

first there were Messianic hopes,
eventually dashed by such adven-
turers as Sabbatai Zevi. Then
followed a long period of cir-
cumspection and scepticism.

About two centuries before
modern Zionism the Gentile
dreamers of a Palestine reborn
emerged. Among them were men
whose motives were largely sus-
pect: Oliger Paulli, who preached
a new world religion; the adven-
turer Marquis de Langallerie, who
with the ambassador of Turkey
at the Hague, conspired against
the Vatican.

At that time, proposals were
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promulgated for settling Jews in
Palestine, stemming from new
factors in the international politi-
cal arena. The problem of the
East, which since the 18th cen-
tury has been the preoccupation
of Western foreign ministries,
then centered on the disintegrat-
ing Ottoman Empire. Thus Pal-
estine became a factor, with both
France and England, in some
measure, wooing the Jews. Al-
ready in 1798-9, France, follow-
ing Napoleon’s invasion of the
East, concluded that the Jews
could strengthen its political
situation were Palestine in their
possession. In the late 1830,
following the rebellion of the
ruler of Palestine, Mohammed
Ali, against the Sultan, Britain
decided that Jews in Palestine
could best serve its interests as
well as their own in a propped-
up Turkish government. France,
in turn, counselled other “pro-
Zionist” measures. Eventually,
in the early 1880’s, come the
proposals by two Englishmen,
Sir. Laurence Oliphant and Ed-
ward Cazalet, to establish Jew-
ish settlements in Palestine.
Gentiles, especially the British,
offered intrinsically Zionist plans,
long before the Jews themselves
formulated them. Montefiore and
others pursued limited practical
aims in Palestine. They certain-
ly did not envisage Zionism as
the solution of the Jewish prob-
lem; nor did they conceive it in
terms of Messianic hopes. On the
other hand, men like Sir Oli-

phant and Lord Shaftsbury saw
Zion redeemed as a religious-
Messianic and politico-strategic
answer. But they also had to
show practicability and adapta-
bility in gaining for their schemes
the favour of English politicians
and Jewish leaders. Supporting
the Ottoman Empire, while pro-
jecting a Jewish homeland was
the “motto” of British political
circles roughly between the 1840-
1880’s.

The reaction among Jews was
generally cool; but the early Jew-
ish pro-Palestinians, dealing as
they mainly did with abstract af-
fections, nevertheless found it
possible to elicit from the Jewish
public some positive attitudes by
separating the final aim of a
Jewish State from the immediate
need of supporting limited Jew-
ish colonization. And both West-
ern and Eastern European Jews
were prone to aid the economy
of the struggling settlers in Pal-
estine; among religious Jews,
such as Kalisher and Alkalay,
colonization prompted debates
and re-evaluations many decades
before the “Mizrachi” or the
“Agudath Israel” were organ-
ized.

Largely theoretical was also
Western early Zionism, especially
in France. This Zionism came to
its full expression in the volume
by Moses Hess. Here was an at-
tempt to weigh anew the ques-
tion of emancipation and correct
its lacks by means of a national
and worldly doctrine. Western
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Jews considered this casuistry;
and thus matters stood until
Pinsker created Zionism as a his-
toric movement. Subsequently,
Herzl bridged the gaps in the
attitudes of both Western and
Eastern European Jewries.

In the East, the problem of
emancipation aroused interest.
Yet in Russia, Enlightenment
had never made progress of a
sort to reassure the Jews. The
pogroms of the 1880’s brought
on a crisis as did disenchant-
ment with the anti-Semitic tactics
of the revolutionaries. The re-
pressions and poverty suffered by
Russian Jews were channelled by
the “Lovers of Zion” into a de-
sire to end the miseries of the
Diaspora. Palestine as a haven
could not perhaps be practically
considered. Nevertheless, the
combination of an uncertain
existence, inner crisis and the
failure of “Enlightenment” made
Zionism a force to be reckoned
with in the Russian Jewish com-
munity.

Those Zionists who were cul-
turally of the West felt out of
place and out of touch with Rus-
sian Jewry. It was Herzl who
alone opened the way to Zionism
to hesitant Western Jews, while
freeing Russian Zionists from
their isolated position. The new
methods of diplomacy he advo-
cated were instrumental in en-
couraging the dejected elements
in both camps.

While Herzl, like Hess in his
time, was a product of Western
Jewry, he was able to develop a
historic Zionism only because of
the support of the East. And the
failure of the emancipation in
Russia had given Zionist aspira-
tions there a serious claim as a
final solution of the Jewish prob-
lem. Consequently Western Jews
were likewise drawn to this orien-
tation and became the bearers of
Zionist ideology. With the merg-
ing of the two, Zionism devel-
oped from a merely local mani-
festation into a historic national
movement.

B>
LOST BOOKS

by ELIEZER STEINMAN

When young, we tended to
accuse the old Hebrew sages of
deliberately keeping in ‘“hiding”
such literary works as were not
to their liking. We also thought
of them as fanatics, utterly un-
aware of the beauties of books
like the Song of Songs and Prov-

erbs. Mature judgment, however,
shows that such actions when
they occur are not limited to
Jews. Also, not always is the
concealment of books the pur-
pose of calloused scholars. Fre-
quently, time itself is, as it were,
responsible.
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An excellent example of this
is ancient Greece. Here no one
planned literary destruction, but
it came about nevertheless. Thus
was the spiritual inheritance of
Pythagoras, the father of occult
science, whatever the reasons,
largely dissipated. The historian
Polybius, who in addition to be-
ing the equal of Herodotus, was
a man of insight and poetic sen-
sibility, left very little to poster-
ity, although he had written
many volumes. The fate of nu-
merous excellent poets has like-
wise been adversely affected by
men and circumstances. Horace
speaks of Alcaeus, who com-
posed thousands of poems, not
one line of which survives. Even
great writers like Aeschylus,
Sophocles and Euripides suffered
losses. Only one-tenth of Aeschy-
lus’ output remains; and out of
Sophocles’ more than one hun-
dred plays but seven are extant.

One is led to conclude that a
work of art may be preserved if
it relates the praises of kings and
heroes. This seems true of the
historians Thucycides and Xeno-
phon.

A proof, this too, of the sig-
nificance that attaches to the fate
of artists. In Rome history re-
peated itself. Had it not been for
the intervention of Emperor Au-
gustus, whom Virgil praises, the
latter’s work might have per-
ished, as did those of many
others. The literary creations of

other peoples in antiquity have
also been obliterated. Syria,
Babylon, Persia and Tibet all
left a very meager inheritance.
The abyss of forgetfuiness has
swallowed up everything. In
truth, no nation seems to have
learned to love and protect its
language and literature. This
was never a basic need. People
would conceal swords and coins,
pitchers and knives in their cata-
combs, but not poems or philo-
sophical works. Only the Jews
preserved their language to an
appreciable extent.

On the other hand, perhaps
the mere quantity of writing
served to frighten people away,
especially so since the invention
of the printing press. Publica-
tion of books in our time is com-
parable to an ocean wherein all
manner of things abound, though
the number of giant whales is
small. Often the little fish con-
sume the formidable. Libraries
themselves have become ceme-
teries and the readers book “tast-
ers”, while the ever new keeps
drowning out the old.

There was logic in the Jewish
sages’ reference to ‘“‘external
books” as against “Apocrypha”
the innerly felt. They succeeded
in preserving what they consid-
ered sacred, and have painstak-
ingly made it live throughout all
generations. Indeed, our ances-
tors alone truly deserved the
appellation of “People of the
Book™.
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