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MOX 1954 MIWa .D0AYM NUMKIDY DY — 19487 1945 ,1936 ,1935
L00w mapn® Ty wmbipa amhy Tayt M T2 v Nk ave
DA% nbya L NOMAR TPXTNIPR LTTY SY Nmn ORRWID PR 99070
uR oD LEdANT BT, B0 TN DYt AYS noawRh L Dvmrm
=3 By oL nbeuTam PTIn npetn by abn bwoaman hyon by Tuayb
et nbYT LTETN BRI YRYA A2b Dt emex v
TR I INTTS MM MPIOT 1R — MmEwpnT Y52 my Sw aayn m
anMD0a tHwn P AbED DTN RN AWIN 801 PYR A nnaw ama
“KY QMDD O D3 Iy DOBLT BN AY3 TITLRAY neuX v
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BT YH9 oI XYT PK 2°2ND 1IN M OMDR ANy DWRUIT nYena2
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1) Pages choisies. Les Editions de Minuit, Paris, 1954
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993 oQpn DUoPIN DR NBAX MNDLa Tuhana XD obwn ovTin

STUT RN DMIDD T2 NI IRINDI DINK LT OPIRD 3T UL P2
oy maneIw onz TN JSPYRRTIWRI ANt weat &9 obpn pam fax
737 b YT N L(1922—I1871) BOMD D0 IR QU900 AW
A% Donyo’ amT DR DDIXY DTN QODI0T YRR WO DK PR MR
avamy ows B BRYTR X Pnont on gomben LaNzm DX YTY IR
TITIR DIN NRT QORI PR IR WA RNMPT T TR oI LQRTE Y
HRIWYT Ty ORIT D03 DX EMERMA MO0 LW yTIA ohann LRI
Ry A9 TN ORI Y IMND X T 00 b T DK ORZM LR PR
DM MY QML PPn3 ANR TMTRAY WI0M YVAIRT MIYITYOR
BoI%9L DR Y9N QvANSaw NDYRa QYIS QLY LTI DI Qv
COIPRa NYTIT ANDYH M AT DOWPRY ,(1948—1884) T2 a7 OTWIN
nwa 7)) PLwIna Y. L YTan DNmmaTIann oM. owa Bvns paym
Row LYY (IOTHS SONTWY,) DTV QUXRMA TRUM w3 ya (1876
RXWMB DIDON SR DPNDWY uyy XOY STV YIANT 12,2000 10
aNDYAY PR Maan S o— owsia aMean nwmT T MY T
DTV anw Y 0x QT O — KXY O 1Y aya bwi bane o
=% DMWY A5 DDTZI WP ARNT PRRID LaTMTR R ovwsnm
“23mTR1 B0 AR ¢ YT ATNPH N0 WMWAY NINB0NT BMBINY oMbn
APMY KT QNI O YA SR RYAI W nmona wps i 2o b
owis W Lova Y Pyen bR D0 Y nmw Lot npyab
ST 030 TP, ARIDT 9ann ,(1912—1888) pINTD I b mw nx
br wma a2 %9 nnonin bavenban vvba wwow b mhwh ghaw
DWANB FAY MNETT I MY Y2 YN NETZ mpoh Tax paxsn
avba TR ATANE LCamw baph nYTaeanda aNRwI NMwRd T

2) Jean Richard Bloch, et Cie. Paris, 1919.

3) Henri Derieux, La poésie francaise contemporaine. 1885-1935, Paris,
1935, p. 156.
™M PP DD MXY R 1921 hawd Lnmd YT XU nnnon e (4

PR TT IR DY NONDART AYNONT JNPNMDD NPT 90N TINRT anRWI
(La danse devant I'Arche. Préface de Madame de apob mmipn nans (1933—1876)

Noailles. Paris, 1921)
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W WIS DMNTIPONY INUNRI PP DXXVINT WRAT D) RYGT MWD
VYT AN YT NN DOYR SHOTTIAYA DYPY wns et anThm pawd
WYY WITP N2 NUTIT 70 LY AR LONWTOR TN vamd o pa
Ny ”nm-rlpﬁ mnnn apar
MPT 17 (1868 NIwa Ty B0 MR BT /MU DWMORISLT
oA XXM RV QTPTURR MY YW PMDRY DMIIS 17anoa LNKD nayon
QYN NO0ORY AW DDA M WY DR DYTTLNT Dvan o e
SREYT TS DR OTNYS wpan PEo aanhy Sv wma iyt mbxea
LITEN QIONUIN MR XM LR MY PRRUTEPM UuRi
C7TOMS wpan R and Y5 wend X1an anenetnpony MOTmn Innwis

3

fnnh vYE LpTAM YTYR W0 XWT (1874 nwa TH1) YD TIMIN

T T DRwuL %95 DM AN DT vhn Bk bya mumn
ATPRR TOTUT AnBwRn DM (70TIRDD MO Jniman DI Da
X2 DT DUPOYTUOR AYE B MINAT Wpan TRIMD M0 XPY XN
aTEYTSYTIMY Y DwTmnTona AR Mond nenk X .and or 0y nnpd
M3 WMWY AERD PN DX 09 M3 LR, W XKW 7T 2yt
MITANN 42 5PN RUT IR — PRn I on abYeY nenmiTenav
S0 MY MM RYN DTV MDMAT DY AT T annown 13 X1
wpan KW PR W9 IMI KOX 70a DY, YAIN TV PR PDRDIOX
aony bl MY AR SOw 1D Mwni AR 1PN KPR DUINR nTiays oy
MW QWD AW LCUITDERT YW YTUTR, X7 A%D Sw vmimna nbuynn
5y oYM 1Y b (1532—1523) ¥eaws LIndp YDWRT : DUUONT
MITY TNDRT DY NPNT B KRR NV IRYT W PR Pent Yo wn
WYYY Sw uuny PNy ARTTA DOWRR PR Sw Rt M, anen
W AN ODYPR LONYA mbwh cPbM Xewat Fr whny o K02
FIPIY IV DN Y MUK T YYD 120NN Q0NN nmnbna v

5) La danse devant I'Arche, pp. 34, 83.
6) Versets, 1928, pp. 190192, 212.
mT YWD IPA% Yvy2 D Cand W
Poémes juifs (1908); Samuel (1921); Quelques juifs et demi-juifs (1928).
7) “Le marchand de Paris.”” La petite Illustration, No. 429, 1929,
8) Le Juif du Pape, 1925,
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B DOMER IRDY AT AT AW ST ANWT DR TN Lo 5 JSnname
DTTIRD 17 OMYDIY DTS 10 JAIRAT AR YR Wma QshwR QT
AR R IR PRY OTHN NPT L0OTII5Y Qe on by mbmes
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TR MPTR 2NN WO LTEDWA PR oY 1w b mwan Sw
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AORW LCAPD DY melsn Mby naant amta 2wn Sar wnmna o MmN
bak JUPTSINT DI 19772 Y 50 Yy wmiR amrd mnr ux mb,
onnon 2357 D0 LSAmAT YW OnMm umr /R . v
b2 PO YTV NVAT AT AN, 19N X AR mxP Thut Sw tanona
VD OINITUIR YOV WRT DT AN T T LOmwR DX oYt oy ov
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“nMa2 NUT W JITARR MRANT W 902 3N D00t X TR
2°2% DA WD LJLMIMUT N0 PAwa YOI RWR Yl Dot
1BI02 awsIY SN 1NN WHMM TN DYDY 90WR R0 TN WA
ST ONTIORT DR WD NPWN DR OSTUPT DY MTRIna X aban 927 Sw
ma P Smend AMNDT DX OINI DAKT SR M2 L PYS R-nYan
anay oy oy ne9a nao DNy mavswn

i

|2y SNPIRT D00 YR 190Th Anwyl XUaan TR man maw T

PR DIMIWI  WNMBNDWT CTNRY LDIDMNT LRWR nNwap v yuvit vhy
PITPRS YOVVIY WR W Y IPINMIY DVTUTPA 9907 122 My awn
“Rb: T R ADTXY TV 1IN wEnt mna abs Jbeannt Sxwr bw
R 50T OPNT MSSIR VAP YPhAva AWyl WO TUINT 38 axwn
oI STIRYAR NN YT oD D3 By ameeiynn an DR onm
DA I SR oA SR M LB DD Na TR

9) Pourquoi je suis Juif. Tunis, 1945.
10) L'enfant prophéte, 1926, p. 197.
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™Y TN nephwR  SNpnm a0 anexn Sv ovawin omnbea by
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ana PR TR bW U2 Awn PY DMI901 O3 WA R NNt
DWYAT DYDRAY OV PID OX 0D MMPRT P Sy T01AT 01N KRN
SAmen en 7anbw, p0% MMTPII JYAR-M9 annen® on2 nabnen
JORY SIS B DOTART INWT D3 DRMP NIMBONHET IR NDINT wmnT 13w
MYPET IR aadey awn Sy mMaMm MITIR 07900 U TN mp
LR DRI I wh a3YR Sw MY oA DMy ovTmiTn

11) Anthologie juive des origines d nos jours. Edition intégrale. Paris, 1953.

12) Ecoute Israel. Edition intégrale. Paris, 1954.

13) Salomon, 1930. — Moise raconté par les Sages. Edition définitive,
1956.
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TIREM 3 JATROUDINT — KT VW ADYRINWRWT DWW 00 WY v
gna YDA AYTNAwY DMK DWTT PTY Na B pm:

' by Ry Trnws poyaan

14) Jésus wacomté par le Juif errant. Edition intégrale, 1953. -
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THE ORIGINS OF JEWISH CULTURE

By Zvi Rupy

The sociologist of the Jewish
people must define the nature of
Jewish culture, establish the mo-
ment of its emergence, determine
its relation to the culture of the
ancient Israelites, and discover
whether there is any identity or
organic bond of continuity be-
tween Jewish culture as we think
of it today and the ancient Israel-
ite culture.

The existence of such a unity
is indicated by the centrality tak-
en in the collective consciousness
of the nation by the events con-
nected with the Exodus. The fu-
sion info a single people of the
tribes which left Egypt was ac-
complished under the sign of
gratitude for God’s acts of re-
demption. The tribes were bound
to each other for the service of
God, and the nation as a whole
was to be dedicated to His ends.

The ethnographic and political
crystallization of the people
strengthened this dedication to
God, His creeds and His codes.
Fulfillment by Israel of the terms
of the compact with God would
lead to realization of the King-
dom of God on Earth — a King-
dom founded on principles of
peace and justice, and ruled by

God through the agency of His
Chosen People. The price of
dominion was renunciation of the
characteristic oriental tendency
toward free play of plastic imag-
ery in space. In addition to freeing
Israel from the binding principles
of totem and tabu, this obligation
emancipated the nation from the
this-worldly time-space categories
which dominated the cultures of
Greece and Rome, and estab-
lished it as the “People of the
Word”, existing in a special aural
relation to the time-eternity po-
larity. Hence the eschatological
“futurism” of the Jewish people,
and its ultimate dedication to a
messianic vision of peace for all
men.
This transformation came
about in what Karl Jaspers calls
the ‘“axial period” in the history
of the human race — the years
800 to 200 B.C.E., when an en-
tire group of peoples in China,
India, Palestine and Greece freed
themselves from the passive bonds
of mythic dependency, and laid
the foundations for the great civ-
ilizations as we have come to
know them.

Despite its political and demo-
graphic insignificance as com-
pared with the great Babylonian

224
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and FEgyptian empires of the
ancient Middle East, the Israelites
were the only Middle Eastern peo-
ple to perpetuate their traditions
into modern times. Together with
Greece, another territorially
bounded groups of “tribes”, it
provided the basis for civilization
in the West.

If the continued existence of
the people did not hinge on po-
litical might or the technological
appurtenances of “civilization,”
we must seek the motivating force
for survival in another sphere—
the realm of spirit, and of emo-
tional commitment to the ancient
binding faith in one God.
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THE PROPHET NATHAN AT COURT

By YEHEZKIEL KAUFMANN

Critics have discerned a harsh
contradiction between the be-
havior of the righteously wrathful
Nathan of Samuel 12 and what
they have termed the courtly
Prophet Nathan of I Kings 1.
Noting that in the latter situation
Nathan bows to the king as no
other true prophet is known to
have done, they conclude that the
Nathan of Kings 1 was an intrigu-
ing “court prophet”, while the
earlier figure is a figment of the
folk imagination. Some have gone
so far as to assert that not only
was Nathan an opportunist
schemer, but that the very pledge
to Bathsheba was a fiction foisted
on an ailing and incompetent old
man.

Their reasoning does not stand
up in the light of a crucial fact
about the role of the prophet in
Israel. The seer may properly be
said to have had two distinct per-
sonae. Under ordinary circum-
stances, he was expected to be-
have in accordance with the de-

3
mands of his professional or
sociological role. Only when in-
voking a special ritual of proph-
ecy—i.e., only when “possessed”
by the visionary intuition—was he
regarded as prophet rather than
a common person.

This distinction casts light on
the problems of 1 Kings 1. David,
we recall, had grown old without
naming a successor. Judean cus-
tom provided that the king’s eld-
est living son inherit the throne,
but left some discretion to the
king himself. Consequently, two
factions had grown up at the court
of David. One backed Adonijah,
the eldest living son, and hence
the heir-apparent; the other,
which included Nathan, supported
Solomon’s claim. After Adonijah
had been publicly hailed king at
a sacrificial feast to which he had
invited the entire court with the
exception of Solomon’s party,
Nathan despatched Bathsheba to
remind David of an old promise
that her firstborn would reign
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after him. Nathan appears before
Bathsheba has concluded her ar-
gument, bows before the king, and
asks whether David has con-
firmed Adonijah’s succession.
Whereupon David orders the
anointment of Solomon.

Nathan, we know, was a regu-
lar counsellor at the court of
David. In I Samuel 7 we have an
instance of his dual role. Early in
the chapter he advises that a
temple be built. Later, in a proph-
ecy, he indicates that David will
not build the Temple. IT Samuel 7
offers other evidence for the moral
rectitude of Nathan’s behavior.
We recall that the prophecy of I1
Samuel 7 is invoked in I Kings 2
as well as in four other places
within the same book to assert
the Divinity of Solomon’s right
to Kingship. Why, if Nathan was
concerned with exploiting his
prophetic prerogatives, did he not
invoke #his prophecy in IKings 1?

Here we have a clue to Na-
than’s motivation. The point at
issue is the validity of David’s
oath to Bathsheba. Thruout the
Book of Samuel we have evidence
of concern with the dire conse-
quences of broken pledges. Ulti-
mately, the conflict between Solo-
mon and Adonijah was one be-
tween customary right and the
sanctity of David’s oath. In back-
ing Solomon, Nathan was throw-
ing his weight behind the personal
commitment ~— an act with moral
as well as political consequences.
Had Nathan been a “court
prophet” he might well have
abused his prophetic gifts. The
fact that he did not indicates the
integrity of his character as well
as the real issues involved. As for
the assertion that David was the
senile dupe of an intriguer’s ruse,
the very formulation of his orders
regarding Solomon’s anointment
rules out this possibility.

EDMOND FLEG — AN APPRAISAL

By ABRAHAM GRANOTT

At 82, Edmond Fleg remains
one of the very few explicitly
Jewish writers in French litera-
ture.

The heart of Fleg’s preoccupa-
tion with Judaism is expressed in
The Boy Prophet, a story of
adolescent quest. The 15 year old
son of an assimilated Franco-
Jewish family must define his
identity as Jew. Synagogue ritual

cannot satisfy him, nor can the
idea that he is a Jew by default.
He resolves the conflict through
identification with the messianic
vision of his people.

“I must strive to hasten the
coming of the Messiah. Do the
Jews act to justify their mission
on earth, and to speed the com-
ing of the Messiah for the sake
of peace and justice on earth?”
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The novella is not autobio-
graphical in detail, but Fleg has
made it clear that the boy’s creed
—and quest—are his own. His
Anthologie juive des origines a
nos jours (1953) is the product
of life-long preoccupation with
the manifestations of the Jewish
spirit. Ecoute Israel (1954), col-
lection of historical poems, is an
interpretation of the faith and
hope, heroism and martyrdom
embodied in particular episodes
from the time of the patriarchs
down to the present. Forming a
magnificent epic whole, it em-
bodies Fleg’s profound religious
experience and his positive apoca-
lyptic vision of life.

This energizing religiosity per-
meates his entire production.
Works on Moses and Solomon
evoke imaginative images of these
men as reflected in the legends
they have engendered. In his best
play, Le Juif du Pape, Pope Clem-
ent VII and Shlomo Molcho join
forces in a heroic effort to realize

- “The great human vision, old as
Isaiah’s prophecy and new as

President Wilson’s dream: peace
on earth.” They fail, but Fleg be-
lieves their vision lives on, to be
realized one day.

Elements of continuity and
faith are at the center of Jésus
raconté par le Juif errant. Based
on the well-known Christian par-
able, it includes a series of digres-
sions confronting historic Chris-
tianity with its betrayal of Jesus’
message of peace. The Wandering
Jew represents the experience of,
the Jewish people through the
ages. At the end, he participates
in Israel’s War of Liberation, con-
cluding that “If your return to
your homeland does not mean a
return to your God and His spirit,
you shall be lost.”

Even the personal and public
catastrophes of the Nazi era have
not dampened Fleg’s faith in the
prophetic vision. An autobio-
graphical work, it is entitled Nous,
les Espérances (1949). Fleg is
fully aware of present horror, but
continues to affirm future beati-
tude.

——

AN INTERVIEW WITH S. J. AGNON

By JosePH NEDAVA

I looked in on Agnon one
dreary winter afternoon at his
home in Talpiot, overlooking the
Old City of Jerusalem. There was
an unworldly air about the place.
Agnon’s attitude and way of life
reinforced the impression. He is

compiling a monumental collec-
tion of ancient Hebrew writings.
He composes by hand, and does
his own laborious research. Until
the recent Sinai campaign, he had
little recourse to radio or news-

paper.



An Interview With S. ]J. Agnon 220

This sense of anachronism
brought the Agnon dilemma to
mind. The few works which have
been translated have failed to
gain him the public he undoubted-
ly merits. Agnon was uncon-
cerned. Certainly, every writer
craves audiences. But he is cer-
tain a profound abyss separates
the specifically Jewish from the
Gentile world. He rests content
with an enthusiastic following
among his own people.

What about his much-discussed
affinity with Kafka? — Agnon
cannot see it. He has read only
The Trial and Metamorphosis.
Unconscious influences may be at
work, of course. He leaves it to
scholars to determine how far he
has been influenced by extensive
reading in Tolstoi, Flaubert, Bal-
zac, Goethe, Gottfried Keller,
Knut Hamsun and others.

As for his current imitators,
Agnon is amused. When he first
came to Palestine from Galicia in
1908 only few — Mendele, Bia-
lik, S. Ben-Zion, Brenner—could
accept his midrashic-agadic style.

Agnon’s literary endeavors
date back to early childhood. At
first he wrote both Yiddish and
Hebrew, in both prose and verse.

Virtually all his juvenilia have
been lost. He still regards himself
as a poet.

What about the conflict be-
tween the Hassidic and Mitnagdic
traditions? No decisive answer.
Agnon was exposed to both tra-
ditions in childhood, appreciates
the merits of both.

Agnon holds to the theory of
the supremacy of individual cre-
ativity. Each creator answers to
the needs of his age. The world
at large pays lip service to de-
mocracy, but what he terms a
“spiritual autocracy” prevails in
Judaism. He regards this as the
basis for Jewish individuality.

Hence refusal to rank contem-
porary Jewish writers. Who knows
but that some unknown genius,
in some far-off corner of Israel
is at this very moment forging the
ideas that will supersede the much
admired works of well-known au-
thors and thinkers?

Is it perhaps this pervasive
sense of time and oblivion that
permits Agnon to sustain his
creative seclusion, facing the eter-
nal challenge of the Holy City,
and polishing the literary gems so
anxiously awaited by his readers?
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Viceroy has the
smoothest taste of all!

© 1957, Brown & Williamson Tobacco Corp.

Only Viceroy
takes the
3 steps
that lead to By
SMOOtNEr 7 Gt/ 20 Grooth?  ZCyper Srooth!

smOki ng ' From the finest tobacco Each Smooth Flavor Leafis  Only Viceroy smooths each
¢ grown, Viceroy selects specially Deep-Cured, golden  puff through 20,000 filters
only the Smooth Flavor brown through and through, = made from pure cellulose—

Leaf. No other will do! for extra smoothness! soft, snow-white, natural!
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