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AN INTERVIEW WITH YAACOV CAHAN

By J. NEDAVA

The recent celebration of
Yaacov Cahan’s seventy-fifth
birthday reminded us that,
chronologically, he is a member
of Bialik’s generation. We none-
theless continue to think of him
as a member of the literary van-
guard, and it is as a poet with
strict relevance to our own times
that he appears in our antholo-
gies.

Cahan believes inspiration is
essential to the poet. There are
different kinds and degrees of in-
spiration, depending on whether
the verse is predominantly “ob-
jective” or “lyrical.”

Much of Cahan’s writing re-
flects the glory and anguish of
Israel’s longing for freedom and
redemption. The theme, intimate-
ly personal, is associated with the
profound impressions of child-
hood in a religious home. When
the poet settled in Israel in 1934,
he experienced no difficulties of
adjustment. He slid easily into
the final stresses of Sephardic
Hebrew, and revised all of his
earlier works in the Israeli mode.

The poet regards the younger
generation of poets with peda-
gogic tolerance and appreciation.
He finds no fault with the current
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tendency to revive Mishnaic and
Medrashic usages, though he feels
that archaism and obscurantism
can be pushed too far. Cahan is
not one to insist on the primacy
of contemporary usage: the writer
must seek an idiom where he can
find it.

What about Moshe Shamir’s
King of Flesh and Blood? Cahan
appreciates the novelist’s effort to
treat a historical theme of epic
scope, but takes issue with the
oversimplification of the Has-
monean epoch. Among the
younger poets, Cahan highly re-
gards Yitzhak Shalev and Shim-
shon Meltzer.

Cahan, who is thoroughly
versed in the classics of world
literature, cannot say how much
he has been influenced by other
writers. The poet’s plans include
completion of the memoirs which
he published in serials some years
ago. At present he is at work on
a series of dramas which are to
appear in two volumes in the near
future. Cahan’s collected works
already total 12 volumes of the
prose, poetry and drama with
which he has enriched virtually
all the genres of modern Hebrew
literature.
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CHURCH USE OF THE CABALA IN SEVENTEENTH
CENTURY MISSIONARY WORK

By IsSAIAH SONNE

Some years ago I suggested
that Yaakov Zemach’s systematic
studies of the Cabala were aimed
at counteracting misinterpretation
by Christian missionaries. I as-
sumed that the Church exploited
cabalistic writings, and suggested
that Zemach might have first en-
countered the Cabala in Portugal,
where the Church was likely to
have groomed gifted Marranos
like Zemach for missionary tasks.
At that time G. Sholem chal-
Ienged my thesis. He pointed out
that the Church forbade study
even of Christian Cabalists, and
that it was therefore not likely to
have introduced converts to caba-
listic heterodoxies. Although I
continue to regard my specula-
tions as tentative, I would now
like to present some evidence in
its favor, especially with regard
to the role of the Cabala in prose-
lytism.

First, with regard to the
Church ban on Pico and Reichlin.
Historians generally agree that
decrees prohibiting an activity
usually indicate the prevalence of
that activity. Furthermore, it is
necessary to distinguish between
the Church’s substantive position
vis-a-vis a cabalistic approach to
dogma and the place it may have
been willing to accord forbidden
writings in missionary work. The
Talmud, we know, was anathema
to the Church. Yet when mission-
aries or polemicists wished to
work effectively among Jews,
they were forced to engage them
on their own grounds, in terms
of their own authorities. So the
Talmud figures in most mission-

ary documents. In the same man-
ner, Christian missionaries to
China found it necessary to
school themselves in Chinese
literature.

Jesuit writings in the 17th and
18th centuries confirm this thesis.
Nicolaus Serarius, in his Rabbini
& Herodes (Mayence, 1607),
Jaoa Bauptista D’Este, in his
Dialogo entre Discupulo e Mestre
Cathechizante (Lisbon, 1621 and
1674) and Francesco Maria Fer-
retti D’Ancona in his La Verita
della Fede Christiana (Venice,
1741), all write of the need to
prove the Jews “from their own
sacred books the truth of the
faith of Jesus.” [The last two
were converts from Judaism, and
the “certain people” of whom
Nicolaus speaks (p. 99) may be
presumed to have been choice
Marranos who could be trusted
with Talmudic and -cabalistic
studies. ]

The fact that missionaries
closely followed the trends of
faith among prospective converts
is indicated by the difference be-
tween the 1582 and the 1611
editions of Fabiano Fiugi’s Dia-
logue Between A Jew Preparing
to Convert and the Catechist. The
second and much-enlarged edi-
tion shifts the emphasis from bib-
lical and medrashic citations to
cabalistic ones. The reason: the
growing influence of Cabala
among Italian Jewry.

The chief source for cabalistic
material in the writings of the
seventeenth century catechists
was Peter Galatino’s On the Mys-
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teries of the True Catholic Faith,
from the Talmud and other He-
brew Writings. Galatino’s influ-
ence is attested by the anti-caba-
listic Rabbi Judah Arieh Modena
who further informs us that he
knew a French Christian who
owned the writings of Pico and
Reichlin, and that he also knew
of Christians who owned copies
of the Zohar and other secret
writings. It may be assumed that
they studied them for polemical
purposes.

That this situation prevailed
for about two centuries is indi-
cated in Giambernardo Di-Rossi’s
False Hope of the Jews (Parma,
1773). Rossi writes that the mis-
sionary writers have attempted to
prove “with the aid of obscure
passages in the Zohar and other
cabalistic works” that the doc-
trines of original sin, the trinity
and the incarnation were affirmed
by orthodox Jewish sages. [Mo-
dena, in his Magen Va'Herev
confirms the Cabala was used to
validate just these doctrines,
whose validation forms the heart
of Galatino’s treatise.]

This does not mean that all
proselytizers and polemicists used
cabalistic materials. Generally,
the catechists, appealing to a vul-
gar public, did. On the other
hand, “theologians” like the apos-
tate Morosina, a student of Mo-
dena, and the convert Giovanni
Batista Jonah the Galillean, had
nothing but contempt for the
Cabala. That these attitudes sur-
vived into the eighteenth century
is indicated in the writings of
Paolo Medici of Firenze and Fer-
retti of Anconma, “Theologian”
and “Catechist” respectively.
Another convert, Tommaso Ru-
pine, formerly Rabbi Nehemiah
ben Yaacov of Ferrarra, was an-
other missionary student of the
Cabala. Tommaso served as chief
examiner of Hebrew books in

Ferrarra during the confiscations
of 1753, In a letter to the Head
of the Index in Rome, the local
censor recommends that certain
cabalistic works be returned to
their Jewish owners, “because
these books contain proofs of the
truth of the Christian faith.”

That the situation in Palestine
was similar to that which pre-
vailed in Italy may be presumed
from the tenacity of the Church
in following Marranos wherever
they went in the effort to prevent
their return to Judaism. Evidence
for missionary activity in Pales-
tine may be inferred from the
fact that two world-renowned
converts, Dominick the Jerusale-
mite and Jonah the Galillean, re-
tained their Palestinian cogno-
men in Rome. The presence of
spies and missionaries in Jerusa-
lem and Safad is also attested in
a letter written by Isaiah of
Prague from Palestine, and cited
by Modena, informing a friend
abroad that scholars in the Holy
Land are forbidden to disclose
matters of “Torah” (learning) to
Gentiles, since the latter “build
their foundations on hints, intui-
tions, syllables and single words,
and every tittle of these is a
pillar of iron in the edifice of
their dogmas.” Further evidence
for such fears and precautions is
afforded in the dreams of
R. Haim Vital.

When cabalistic works began
to appear in print, such precau-
tions were no longer effective.
Owing to the danger from Chris-
tian perverters of the Cabala,
some rabbis, like Modena, denied
its authority completely. The ma-
jority, however, sought to purge
it of the heterodoxies assimilated
from contact with Christianity,
and authoritatively to establish its
doctrinal import once and for all.
This was the way of Yaakov
Zemach.



1"2i21712T "1°RN 272a0
FPMBND TS mTnenn S

PN TR

PN DD

WRIET DIRERY N

XX

JORD MIS AUTTHN 10200 1Tl 1tatt 1tegatdl
LT 20 DM e

XX

sows SO0 A
omn P00 NI




2

ORI 20 "% 2*2an

DR NND

R0 NI

WTUTIN TIRNRLA AT
QBT D LY Dt
gy ONT A

nomInn Y 7 LINRNNTD O
patia ] (e iyt e

nianrkn ninown

IR DY™A
15 'op
PP 1Sp1Naa

narsin nnown
=ppaafl=h by

P

NDOYNMND

RIW NITTN?

‘ N33 N8 Anow
ouw ywn 0% NNSha

2RIWT NI"TN2

WWIN TIRNYLA TY

DY MY nNion2 2
Bakinfalalabus

Ry INRBRMYT TR s DINITEN ONIDI S

m2m3 L INDDMYN DANAN

D7 g0 gV 0/ 0D/ g 7B/ g0/ O/ g8 /gD 7/ N g 37 g 07 07 g0 /gD /gl /g0 /4l 7

Qam AN DRI

] f@@WW’@@@@M@&

a0/ g7 N7 07 /g7 g B/ gD/ g 070/ 4B g B /gD /g B/ gV 7 g/ L0/ V7 D/ gD/ 070/ 87 g}




narsn nown

v
gunsa jvnan
23, PopTs

N8 nonan

RTW* NI

DIRBIYT o1
weern

S20%5 T ooy v nowa

L3R AaAN

N 903D pnye
mar 250N nae

<

nJrsin nioun

14 -poD
o
YVIIPTNRD 1BOYN

DN nonab

R0 NI
YU INBEYA DD

m2u »aw ,N'2u vl

83 VORND oY
a3t L INDEMD WD
o 3% ornaNs

<]

RN 27200
TINTHNTANS Sw
P13

TINRIN MDA TIR TAD

RIW NI*M?
ArNBIY o3
201 192 AT T2

xws OR D ooy
Sn L INRDIND NG

nmanrxn mMaTnoil

2 191
e eanes e

TPTIIDT2 TR NERN
RIWY NI N2
FOINDYY OPa

WU ,nnanm 11 "W
LAWY

X




TTOWBNT 2NN LUTTOD, DRI

7807 ANy n'in'sn nhawn
(m] b}

PN T — N AN A N2 Y1 h
WP OTING DI O3 NPYRRTT
REIna PR nnow

o M Yw wpaoY baw ANwRIN Dypa AN TY21TIR1 D\ 19w

oPw °WD MN3 MY RIMPY M1 XM AR sx.\w, m,.‘nﬁ

APDRIND NYBY VT WA emyentyYw Sv

,1NE03 YR YWD BvIORT aTPWa PN TVWUTIN ATIIRNYD T

YTPNIPET N PY BNEn R1IN W0Y o

bab RYNIPEM DMPNAY DS DY yramn bw
SJUPDY TR

YT NNIana 0571 OYTIAY 468 12 TD00

S$720 YT 3% MTNIAY The oldest
Solomon Rabinowitz Hebrew Bookstore ‘ .
30 Canal Street, New York, N. Y. r-nutucd SaYlngs bank
Tel. CAnal 7-2407 in the United States,
with more depositors
YONat DTN than any other

PIB"-NnY2

DYRY Pvsy
3 B9 noETAa DUTAnA IR

2YynpD
L0559 0T NTMaY oA DM oan
SDITIE DWdK LOTMR P T man THE PHILADELPHIA
TWERSKY BROTHERS . SAVING FUND SOCIETY
1555 MACOMBS ROAD The Bank of Convenience
New York 52, N. Y.
CY 9-7525 Assets: over $980,000,000
Accounts: over 850,000
F Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corp.
Use the Pleasant
3
Laxative
Ex-Lax is the laxative you enjoy nasn -IJ? niwn
taking. Tasteslikghdelicio;:sc}igcé mawns se1h annarT PRY
olate, and gives thorough relie
gerx:ly and cognfort::blyl.l.Ex-{Jax 'D ‘2 UJ I-I -'I '| '|' U n
is America’s biggest selling lax-
:a.stive—-tlxsed fogrgover 40 years. DX» vk axMmnn
Buy the N 75¢ Size y \ ”
Save 0s much as 45¢ DMAITa ONMTE T
Also available in 35¢ and 15¢ sizes. $2‘75 _ -HDKJ PIRD B
{ When Nature “forgets”. . . remember HEBREW PUBLISHING CO.
79 DELANCEY STREET
 EX=LAX DELANCEY STHE
THE CHOCOLATED LAXATIVE ew rork 4, IN. X.

Published monthly by Bitzaron, Ine., 1141 Broadway, New York 1, N. Y. (except from Dec.-March and from
May to August when published bi-monthly). Prof. Pinkhos Churgin, Prof. Simon Halkin (Israel). Prof. Harry
A. Wolfson, Editors; Prof. Simon Rawidowicz, Contributing Editor; Dr. Maurice E. Chernowitz, Managing Editor.
Annual subscription, payable in advance: $7.00 per year; foreign, $8.00. To members of the Armed Forces half
rate. Entered as second class matter, January 5, 1940; re-entered as second class matter, April 3, 1950 at the
Post Office at New York, N. Y., under the act of March 8, 1879. Copyright 1957, by Bitzaron, Inc. All rights
reserved. Opinions expressed in the articles of Bitzaron represent the opinions of the authors and do not neces-
sarily reflect those of the editors and publisher. Subscriptions are automatically renewed unless we are notified

il 266 Printed by ABER PRESS, Inc., 37 East 18th Street, New York 8, N. Y



rY217730 7’

SNnT 20RO

T2 BR1? TWIR™20
1"MnN*11

SR TNnNs 7N N PTINT 272 D1S ANsD 200 wphana

WXTNDY NRYO NINDATT DO 573N ANa 217 unh MM I B

DRI LALLM L LN LMD RN AP AP LD AT A LN LR AP AP LT LD

2% TR NI

3PP 1M

1957 atininta il abi S I AR LA LTk - My T bR LT

110 22 AR TM22A%0 T2 g
DA SomTIRn nnewnd 3
\'
\'
\'
)
\
\'
\
\'
\'
\
\
\'
\'
N
\'
\'
\
\'
\
\
)




o § s § . g . { s (o {

MAURICE J. COOPER

(CHARLES JACQUIN ET CIE)

Chairman

LIQUOR DIVISION OF TRADE COUNCIL
ALLIED JEWISH APPEAL
OF PHILADELPHIA

Appeals

FOR THE ALL-EMBRACING FULFILLMENT OF
OUR RESPONSIBILITIES AND BETTER
SERVICES TO OUR JEWISH COMMUNITY

by

AN IMMEDIATE AND GENEROUS RESPONSE OF
THE LIQUOR INDUSTRY OF PHILADELPHIA

—

A NEW WORLDWIDE CRISIS THREATENS
THE JEWISH PEOPLE!

LET US BE WORTHY OF HEROES!

ONCE MORE...
ONCE MORE thousands are driven from their homes.

ONCE MORE thousands are in internment camps.
ONCE MORE Jews are deprived of their rights, and property.
ONCE MORE they wander across frontiers and seas.

And ONCE MORE Israel, surrounded by murderous enemies,
struggles for its very survival, yet must keep its doors open.
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IN MEMORIUM

To honor the memory of a great Zionist
and Philanthropist, the late

WILLIAM KATZ

of Philadelphia, Pa.

719737 wMm

This page is dedicated in loving tribute upon the

second anniversary of his passing. His devotion

to the many worthy causes in Jewish and

communal life awakend among his many

colleagues the realization that they too

can find more meaning in life by

emulating his example.

————————ee—————

Among his notable contributions were included the following:

Zionist Organization of America

Knesset Israel Synagogue

Allied Jewish Appeal

Jewish National Fund

Northern Hebrew Day Nursery

Deborah Sheltering Home

Disabled Veterans

Catholic War Veterans

Golden Slipper Square Camp
& Passover Fund

B'nai Brith

Uptown Jewish Home

Cogregation Oheb Zedek

Marshall Street Synagogue

Downtown Jewish Home for Aged

~City of Hope

Willow Crest Convalescent Home

Hadassah

United Fund Campaign

Pioneer Women

Penn. Association for the Blind

Red Cross

Yeshiva Beth Ziril

PALS

Salvation Army

Uptown Home for Aged

Beth Chinuch Yeladim of Jerusalem,
Israel

Beth Jacob Teachers Seminary

Care packages for Israel
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Viceroy has the
smoothest taste of all!

Only Viceray
takes tho
J steps
that lead 19

SMOOtEr 7 Gk’ 200 Gt B Cypir Sroth!

smOki ng ' From the finest tobacco Each Smooth Flavor Leafis  Only Viceroy smooths each
* grown, Viceroy selects specially Deep-Cured, golden  puff through 20,000 filters
only the Smooth Flavor brown through and through,  made from pure cellulose—

Leaf. No other will do! for extra smoothness! soft, snow-white, natural!
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