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SIMON RAWIDOWICZ
(1897-1957)

By Zwi WAYSLAWSKI

Amplitude characterizes Si-
mon Rawidowicz’s life work, and
the capacity to structure huge
arrays of fact in architechtonic
order. Born to a prosperous
Orthodox family in KEastern
Europe, he received his higher
education in Germany, where he
pursued an academic career un-
til the rise of Hitler to power.
His dissertation on Feuerbach,
and the later study of Krochmal’s
philosophy of history, were in-
formed by comprehensive mas-
tery of Jewish history, as well
as of all the trends of Western
thought.

Academic interests could not
isolate him from the central
issues of Jewish life in his day.
Early in his career he entered
into the controversy on the na-
ture and destiny of the Diaspora,
and the question of salvation
through Zionism. A rationalist,
he sought to reformulate both
terms of the polanty, and to
clarify the philosophic presuppo-
sitions of the Zionist view. He
affirmed both the Hebrew cultural
renaissance and the colonization
of Eretz Israel, but refused to
deny the possibility for Jewish
life in the Diaspora. Rawido-
wicz’s chief concern was the ex-
tension to Jewry in dispersion
the maximal demands made by
Zionists only upon the commun-
ity in Palestine. This, essentially,
was Dubnow’s position — one

that inevitably came into collision
with Ahad Ha’am’s idea of a
dominant spiritual center in
Palestine. In effect, holding that
the ideals of Jewish Emancipa-
tion as expressed by Mendels-
sohn, and of the Emancipation of
the secular nations of Europe as
expressed by Feuerbach had not
been realized, he affirmed the
values of nineteenth century lib-
eralism. Rawidowicz’s effort to
find metaphysical roots for his
position was doomed to failure,
owing to his historicism: he was
a sociologist of history, and
limited to the essential relativism
of that position. Hence the pro-
fusion of historical studies and
insights, but the failure to articu-
late a systematic and stable view.

Rawidowicz’s difficulties were
compounded at the personal level
by his isolation from the main-
stream of the Hebrew Renais-
sance, and by his failure to find
a place in Jewish life after his
exile from Nazi Germany. It is
fortunate that in the last years
of his life, at least, he found his
place at Brandeis University
where, in a small circle of schol-
ars, he sowed the seeds of a tra-
dition he hoped would flourish.
An important figure in modern
Jewry, he was a brilliant lecturer,
scholar and man of letters, argd
a major contributor to Jewish
thought and scholarship in our
time.
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TWERSKY BROTHERS
1666 MACOMBS ROAD
New York 52, N. Y.
CY 9-75626

LARGEST SELECTION
OF JUDAICA and HEBRAICA
—Catalogues on Request—
PHILIPP FELDMAN, Inc.

“The House of the Jewish Book™
381 Grand St. New York 2, N. Y.
Tel. GRamercy 3-4880

We Wish Al Our Friends and Customers a

AW ARhm "D

New Year Greetings
To All Our Friends!
ROOF HEALTH CLUB
SHERATON McALPIN HOTEL
Broadway at 34th St
New York City

Use the Pleasant
Laxative

Ex-Lax is the laxative you enjoy

taking. Tastes like delicious choc-

olate, and gives thorough relief

gently and comfortably. Ex-Lax

18 America’s biggest selling lax-

ative—used for over 40 years,
Buy the Economy 79c¢ Size

Save as much as 41¢
Also available in 37c and 15¢ sizes.

When Nature “forgets”. ., . remember

EX=LAX

THE CHOCOLATED LAXATIVE




L0 7-8735 H. Mitsakos
DYCKMAN FLORIST

“Flowers by Wire”
212 DYCKMAN ST.
New York 34, N. Y.

2P0 W W

BELFORD DAIRY
148 DYCKMAN ST.

New York 40, N. Y.

LO 7-6100

LEWIS

“Everything for the Home”
Large assortment of hand made
pieces from Israel
Specially Priced
122 DYCKMAN ST.
New York 34, N. Y.

LO 7-0450
DYCKMAN FRUIT &
PRODUCE

Retail at Wholesale Prices
152 DYCKMAN ST.
New York City

LOrraine 7-2144
Complete Beauty Service

ALBERT’S
BEAUTY SALON

Permanent Wave Specialists
4732 BROADWAY
New York 40, N. Y.
Bet. Arden & Thayer Sts.

LO 7-8700

INWOOD WINE &
LIQUOR CORP.

Call Us For Service
4765 BROADWAY
{Cor. Dyckman St.)

New York City

Dyckman Hardware
& Supply Co.

Hardware, House Furnishings,
Electrical, Plumbing
Janitor’s and Apartment
Supplies - Paints - Glass
Repairing - Keys Made

Tel. LO 7-1589
200 DYCKMAN STREET
Near Broadway
New York, 34, N. Y.

ANNETTE LADIES
SHOPS

Famous for Corsetry
and
Ladies Specialties
160 DYCKMAN S8T.
New York City

LOrraine 7-6830
— We Call & Deliver —
PERSONAL
Cleaners & Dyers

All Cleaning Done
on Premises

24 Hour Service on Request

213 DYCKMAN ST.
New York

Near Broadway

Our Specialty:
Birthday - Wedding - Party
Ice Cream Cakes

NASCH

FRENCH PASTRY SHOP
and TEA ROOM
Ajr Conditioned

Tea Room & Pastry Shop

182 DYCKMAN ST.
LOrraine 9-6659
— Branch Pastry Shop —
804 WEST 187th ST.
WAdsworth 7-0101

WORLD DRUGS

Prescription Specialists
M. Rosenblatt, Ph.G,
172 DYCKMAN ST.
New York
Phone: LOrraine 7-1282

EDWARD’S JEWELERS

Diamonds - Watches - Jewelry
Appraisals LO 9-0466
Expert Watch & Jewelry
Repairing
Complete Selection of
Longines & Gruen Watches
200 DYCKMAN ST.
New York, N. Y.

2Pt n ) o i futia Bty 472

RALPH SINGER
OPTOMETRIST
200 DYCKMAN ST.
near Broadway, New York 34
Eye Examinations
LOrraine 7-6793

LO 7-2770
FOR STYLE AND FIT

COME TO THE

Dyckman Dress Shop
190 DYCKMAN ST.
New York City

H. Eckstein & Sons

4 Wholesalers - Distributors
ORCHARD & GRAND STS.
New York 2, N. Y.

LOrraine 7-5965
MEYER POLLACK
MWD wa

Strictly Kosher
Meat and Poultry Market
153 DYCKMAN ST.
New York City

Published monthly by Bitzaron, Inc,, 1141 Broadway, New York I, N. Y. (except from Dec.-March and from May to August
when published bi-monthly), Prof, Pinkhos Churgin, Prof. Simon Halkin (Israel). Prof Harry A. Wolfson, Editors? Dr, Mg:u-
rice E, Chernowitz, Managing Editor. Annual subscription, payable in advance: $7.00 per year; foreign, $8.00. To members
of the Armed Forces half rate. Entered as second class matter, January S, 1940. re-entered as second class matter, April 3,
1950 at the Post Office at New York, N. Y,, under the act of March 3, 1879, Copyright 1957, by Bitzaron, Inc. All rights re-
served. Opinions expressed in the articles of Bitzaron represent the opinions of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those
of the editors and publisher. Subscriptions are automatically renewed unleess we are notified otherwise.

Printed by Hadar Lino & Pub. Co., 87 Crosby Street, New York 12, N, Y,
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Cunard Line, 25 B'way and 441 Park Ave., N.Y.C.

THE MANHATTAN
- GENERAL HOSPITAL

SECOND AVENUE AT 17TH STREET
New York CITY

Rendering a Vital Service to the
Community in Every Branch of
Medical Science

Extends New Year’s Greetings to the
House of Israel Everywhere

NN MY N2"33

SOLOMON RABINOWITZ

HEeBREW BoOK STORE
30 Canal Street

New York 2, N. Y.

BEST WISHES FOR
A HAPPY NEW YEAR
from a Friend of

DR. M. E. CHERNOWITZ

HEARTY NEW YEAR GREETINGS

from a

FRIEND




ISRAEL STIEFEL

Senator in the General Assembly

of Pennsylvania

and his son

JAY ROBERT

Extend their
NEW YEAR GREETINGS
to their many friends and
acquaintances in Israel,
in the diaspora and

everywhere

MAY THEY ALL BE INSCRIBED
AND SEALED IN THE BOOK OF
LIFE FOR HEALTH, HAPPINESS

AND CONTENTMENT.

5718 TN’

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
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HOLIDAY GREETINGS e« FORD MOTOR COMPANY
THE AMERICAN ROAD, DEARBORN, MICH.



Only Viceroy gives you

20000 FILTER TRAPS
R THAT SMOOTHER TAST

AN ORDINARY FILTER

THE VICEROY FILTER

You can see the difference in the
Viceroy tip! It gives you twice as many
filter traps as the other two largest-
selling filter brands! Yes, 20,000 filter
traps, for that smoother taste!

Half as many filter traps in an ordinary
filter tip! These simplified drawings
dramatize the difference . . . only
Viceroy gives you 20,000 filter traps,
for that smoother taste!

Twice as many filter traps
as the other two
largest-selling filter brands!

Compare! Only Viceroy
gives you 20,000 filter traps
— twice as many as the other
two largest-selling filter
brands, for smoother taste!
Plus—finest-quality leaf
tobacco, Deep-Cured for
extra smoothness!

Get Viceroy!

Look! Only golden brown tobacco,
Deep-Cured for extra smoothness!
© 1957, Brown & Williamson Tobacco Corp.
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