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Rebels of Yesteryear in Hebrew Literature
Ephraim Shmueli

When the forces of a “new” literature are pitted against those-of the ““old” one
begins to ponder in what way these nouvelle and albeit revolutionary forms and
ideas supplant that which is considered to be passé and antiquated. Those who rebel
and advocate ‘“‘new” ideas, those who advocate the ‘“now” as opposed to
“yesteryear,” can be best understood through an historical perspective. Turning
back to the 1920s, the leading spirit of rebellion in Hebrew prose and poetry was the
modern poet Avraham Shlonsky. He directed his *‘offensive” against the poet
laureate of the Hebrew literary renaissance of the first quarter of the 20th century,
Ch. N. Bialik. The “new” poets, novelists and critics were intent to completely
uproot the “old” literary establisment.

The group in question represented by such talents as Shlonsky, Steinman et
company, centered around the publication Ketuvim. This group identified itself
with modernistic trends in literature and art which advocated such diverse artistic
expressions as stream of consciousness writing, futurism and cubism. These rebels
did not take long to adapt much of the “old” traditions and become adherents of
classical trends in Hebrew belles letters. The most talented among them made
genuine contributions which became an integral part of the continuum of Hebrew
creativity. Creative literary figures such as U.Z. Greenberg and A. Shlonsky have
radically changed the form, structure and thematic content of Hebrew poetry. Itis
their impact which has widened the horizons of Hebrew verse.

This same process will most likely repeat itself. As the post-modern literary
trends tend to return to a more sober evaluation of reality in art and in literature,
true talents emerge to become strong links in the ever developing chain of the
Hebrew literary tradition.

Moshe Shamir’s Recent Novel
Reuven ben-Yosef

In Moshe Shamir's newest novel, Yaldei ha-Sha’ ashuim (Am Oved, 1987), the
author presents an in-depth and multi-faceted portrait of the Palmach generation.
The characters in the novel were in the forefront of the Israeli War of Independence
in 1948. The action though takes place in the fifties continuing to the period
preceding and foreboding the Six Day War (1967). The structure of the novel is
based upon reportage in which each of the three major male protagonists write
about each other. Shamir artfully depicts this generation of idealists who were
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responsible to a great extent for the rebirth of the Jewish State. However, within
Shamir’s definition this generation of idealists had soon succumbed to the
corrupting influence of materialistic values and a period of *“la dolce vita™ set in. It
1s against this background of growing putrefaction that the characterizations are
subtly developed by Shamir who employs sharp, devastating irony to reveal the
nihilistic and destructive way of life of the protagonists.

The Influence of Medieval Poetry on Bialik
Yehudah Ratzabi
Bar-1lan University

The central question to be raised is, What brought a poet like Bialik into the
sphere of medieval Spanish poetry and how his erudite knowledge of the verse of the
“Golden Period” in Spain influenced Bialik’s poetry? Traces of this influence are
evident when we compare the earliest of Bialik’s published poems, “El ha-Tzipor™
(1891) with Moshe Ibn Ezra’s poem “Pitom Yetzurei Ohavim Azavti.” The major
research done by Bialik at a later period on the poetry of Shlomo Ibn Gvirol and
Moshe Ibn Ezra further enhanced his appreciation of their poetic power and
linguistic beauty. Bialik’s literary commentary on the poetry of Ibn Gvirol reveals
the interconnection between the commentary and its influence upon Bialik’s own
verse in such poems as “Im Yishal ha-Malach’ (1905).

The Life Work of Professor Saul Lieberman
Yitzhak D. Gilat
Bar-1lan University

The manifold contribution of Professor Saul Lieberman to the study and
understanding of Rabbinic literature is without parallel among the exponents of
“Wissenschaft des Judentums.” Professor Lieberman not only assembled and
published a prolific number of volumes, texts and scholarly articles which address
this literature, but his breadth of knowledge of all facets of Rabbinic literature was
successfully integrated with his erudite understanding of the surrounding classical
world from which it sprang.

The central core of Lieberman’s writings are in the form of incisive
commentaries on the Rabbinical texts. What makes Lieberman’s approach unique
is 1) a keen analysis of the text, with all its implications 2) the use of strict, scientific
methodology in his research which was previously accorded only to classical and
Hellenistic literature and 3) a profound understanding of the underlying historical,
cultural, economic and social infra-structure of the contemporaneous
Christian/Pagan world without which a contextual understanding of Talmudic
literature is impossible.
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Two Novels by Y. Kaniuk, D. Grossman
and Lanzmann’s Film “Shoah.”
Stanley Nash
Hebrew Union College

Two Holocaust novels addressed the theme of victims who survived by virtue
of extraordinary talent. They lived by entertaining their Nazi camp commanders.
One novel is the recent Israeli best seller by David Grossman, Ayein Erech Ahavah,
“See Entry: Love.” The second is Adam Ben Kelev, ‘“‘Adam, Son of a Dog,” by
Yoram Kaniuk.

As resurrected by Yoram Kaniuk, one finds the life model for these fictional
characters in Yosef Srebnik, depicted in Lanzmann’s film “Shoah.” In a recent
volume of reactions to the film, writers such as Aharon Meged and Amos Oz,
focused on the stoic smile of this sweet voiced survivor, as he listens to the anti-
semitic remarks of his former Polish neighbors. A study of this film vignette leads to
the conclusion that Kaniuk’s novel is more believable and in better taste than that of
Grossman.

Isaac Hirsch Weiss and Solomon Schechter: A Correspondence
Jacob Kabakoff
Prof. Emliritus, Lehman College

Solomon Schechter (1847-1915) maintained contacts with many leading
scholars. He had a special relationship with his teacher Isaac Hirsch Weiss (1815-
1905). During 1875-79 Schechter studied at the rabbinical seminary in Vienna
where Weiss served on the faculty. It was from Weiss that he received his ordination
when he departed for Berlin.

The article describes the nature of the correspondence, as well as eight letters
from Weiss to Schechter. The letters, published from the Schechter archive at the
Jewish Theological Seminary of America, cast light on various aspects of the lives
and scholarly activities of the two scholars.
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