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for your information

FREEDOM OF CHOICE.

Some organizations which provide death benefits for their
members appoint an “official” funeral director. It should
be understood, however, that the family is not obliged to

use this so-called “official” director in order to receive
the organization’s death benefits. Under New York State
law, the family may make arrangements with any funeral
director of its choice. The law is quite specific: freedom
of choice is always the family's prerogative.
Riverside guarantees that families will receive any and
all legitimate Society benefits.

RIVERSIDE

Memorial Chapel. Inc./Funeral Directors

MANHATTAN: 180West 76th Street {at Amsterdam Avenue)/EN 2-6600
BROOKLYN: 310 Coney Island Avenue (Ocean Parkway
at Prospect Park)/UL 4-2000
BRONX: 1963 Grand Concourse (at 179th Street)/LU 3.6300
FAR ROCKAWAY: 1250 Central Avenue/FA 7.7100
And Westchester Riverside Memorial Chapel, Inc.:
21 West Broad Street, Mt. Vemon/(914) MO 4.6800

Chapels in Miami, Miami Beach #ind Hollywood Florida.
Carl Grossberg/Andrew err/ Leo J Filer
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KOSHER WINE

@ Endorsed

126 RIVINGTON STREET
NEW YORK. N. Y.

Try these famous for quality
wines:

Malaga — extra heavy

Concord Grapes — medium dry
Concord, Sauterne, Burgundy
Blackberry, Cherry,

Mead (Honey Wine), Rose, Tokay.

Sold at all Liquor Stores

Board of Jewish Education of
Greater N.Y. has expanded its
wide selection of Hebrew language
materials to include 2 new unique
computer programs: Ha-Rakevet
a computerized matching
program which introduces
children to the Hebrew Alphabet,
Ha-Shalshelet a computer
Hebrew language puzzle.

For further information
write or call:
CUSTOMER SERVICE DEPT.
Bd. of Jew. Ed. of Greater N.Y.
426 W. 58th St., N.Y. 10019

el.: (212) 245-8200

15 17PN 10 KW NoM
DIND NTIT MY
19997 PR VIV
9171999 YNIMY 47729 ARY Sw
AOW1 "N%am yavam P um
TMRRT DN mMTwd
MMM apan
Ty DX M
1IN oy aMbR bxom
m5yem mSnon 1n
;MR any L bxaw wnd mnx
01Nk RN

DMWTT NN DT M Py
oaw owynS abind,amnd abmad
DM 52 N Wk R T IR

999 YNNI N




109

Edward Said, a professor of English Literature at Columbia University, has indeed
turned words into weapons in his political advocacy of Arab and Palestinian
positions. His verbal warfare against the West, his denunciation of Zionism, and his
bypassing extreme manifestations of Islam, are central themes in these books.
Employing a methodology that decries Western inhumanity, cultivating the
readers’ sympathy, Said plays the artful role of an ideological campaigner more
than an objective researcher. It is victory that he is after, not truth.

But Said himself is ironically out of step with his own community. He is
alienated from religion and Islam, yet these are the forces and feelings rampant in
the Middle East. His Marxist manner does not fit Mohammad’s ethos. He lives in
America but condemns its wrath against the Arab-Muslim world (in particular
during the Tehran hostage affair).

In conclusion, Said represents the consolidation of a political language that
has captured and formed the Western mind-set on Middle East politics. Israelis
would do well to expose the substitution of rhetoric for reality and set the truth in
place. Yet the academics and intellectuals of Israel, mostly liberally-oriented
leftists, have failed in this task. A new breed of Israeli thinker is needed to conquer
the conceptual universe of the Arab-Israeli conflict, and reestablish the veracity of
Jewish peoplehood (not the ‘“‘Palestinian people”) and the Land of Israel (not
“Palestine™), and expose Arab racism (not Jewish “‘racism’’) as a reality of historic
repression of small Mideastern peoples.
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Ibn Ezra, wrote poetry that became part of our liturgy, as well as love poems, erotic
poems, and songs celebrating the beauty and allure of nature. These foremost
spiritual figures and communal leaders ‘did not view their poetic activities as
contradictory. Why? Because theirs was a sovereign Jewish existence, as were their
ideas.

People speaking of ideas, touched by a sense of mystery, often associate them.
for whatever reason, with religious observance. Among those who are observant
there are some who truly have a sense of godliness, and some who do not...
Religion has always been, and has remained, a social phenomenon that solves many
problems and ministers to the perplexed. However, religion has very little to do with
the individual who, on his own, senses that mystical, elusive quality which is
quintessential of great art. Whether it is painting, or sculpture, dance, or literature,
if it does not touch the world beyond, it is not true art. And the world beyond is
within the soul of the writer, or the reader...

The Prague Slansky Trial and its Lessons
Herman (Zvi) Carmel

This Communist anti-Semitic show trial in 1952 was not the first case to
trumped up charges by Communists against Communists in the Soviet Block. What
distinguished it, however, from the other trials was its blatant anti-Jewish character
attendant by a flagrant propaganda crusade against Zionism and Israel.

Eleven of the 14 top leaders, falsely accused of high treason and conspiracy to
restore capitalism in Czechoslovakia, were Jews. Eight of them including Stansky,
the Secretary General of the Communist Party and the Number 2 man in the
country, were hanged. The other three were sentenced to life. True, all of them were
hard-boiled Yevseks and sworn foes of Judaism, Zionism and Israel and some of
them caused great pain and material damage to many Jews. But they were
condemned because they were Jews, which makes it, so to speak, a Jewish tragedy
whose lessons are pertinent even today.

In a way, it was also the trial of Communism against itself — it demonstrated
the moral corruption and decadence of Communism.

Truth and Falsehood in the Middle East
by Mordechai Nisan
Hebrew University, Jerusalem

It is central to the intellectual spirit of the modern age that words no tonger
bear on the objectification of external reality. The split between the language of
discourse and the world as it is, leads to the denial of truth and the elevation of
semantics in public life.

In three works — Orientalism, The Question of Palestine,.and Covering Islam —
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Natan Alterman’s Response to the Six

Days War
Moshe Shamir, Novelist

It is close to a year since we passed the Twentieth anniversary of the Six Day
War. These were the last years in the life of the prominent and innovative poet,
Natan Alterman, one of the most influential figures in modern Hebrew literature.

It was for Alterman a period of intense political and ideological activity and
leadership. He was the one who initiated the Land of Israel Movement and became
its guiding spirit until his death, March 1970.

Natan Alterman, the revered and beloved poet who guarded his privacy
throughout his life, deviated after the Six Day War from his customary reticence
and began vigorously to defend its miraculous achievements. He came out against
the policy of retreat, which boarded on defeatism, by the Israeli government,
immediately after the unprecedented victory of its army over powerful adversaries.

The point of departure in the life of the poet was a result of his realization that
the leadership of the State entered a stage of ideological decline and confusion. As
against the official obscurantism, Alterman presented his forceful appeal for a
clear and purposeful view of the new realities which were shaping up as a result of
the Six Day War, providing the unique opportunity for the full realization of the
nistorical Zionist ideals.

David Shahar on Art and Faith
Recorded by Nelly Segal

Following the receipt of the 1987 Irving and Bertha Neuman Award, given by
the Bar Ilan University, David Shahar, eminent novelist, shared some of his artistic
views, and vision, with the readers of Bitzaron.

From the time of Plato and Aristotle, through the last of the critics of today, art
has eluded a clear definition. What is art? Like life, it transcends definitions and
formulas. But it is possible to turn to a fable, which I prefer to use here: There once
was a young man who went to the seashore, day after day. Upon returning, he told
his friends that he had seen a mermaid, until one day, he did, indeed, see a mermaid.
Then he said nothing at all, not a single word. But the way he spoke of other thingsy
they sensed that he had surely seen her. This is art...

It is rather regretful that Judaism and Jewishness have lately been identified
with the constricting, anti-artistic and anti-esthetic mentality of ages ago. Judaism
is much broader, richer, and more open. Itis cultural and artistic. Our great poets of
the Middle Ages, among them Ibn Gabirol, Shmuel Hanagid, Yehuda Halevi and
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