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Being your slave, what should | do but tend
Upon the hours and times of your desire?

I have no precious time at all to spend,

Nor services to do till you require;

Nor dare | chide the world-without-end hour
Whilst I, my sovereign, watch the clock for you,
Nor think the bitterness of absence sour,
When you have bid your servant once adieu;
Nor dare I question with my jealous thought
Where you may be, or your affairs suppose,
But like a sad slave stay and think of nought

Save where you are how happy you make those.

So true a fool is love, that in your will,
Though you do any thing, he thinks noill.
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Canst thou, o cruel, say | love thee not,

When | against myself with thee partake?

Do | not think on thee when | forgot

Am of myself, all tyrant, for thy sake?

Who hateth thee that | do call my friend?

On whom frown'st thou that | do fawn upon?

Nay, if thou lour'st on me, do | not spend

Revenge upon myself with present moan?

What merit do | in myself respect

That is so proud thy service to despise,

When all my best doth worship thy defect,
But love, hate on; for now | know thy mind:

Those that can see thou lov'st —and | am blind.
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The little Love-god lying once asleep

Laid by his side his heart-inflaming brand,

Whilst many nymphs that vow'd chaste life to keep
Came tripping by; but in her maiden hand

The fairest votary took up the fire,

Which many legions of true hearts had warm'd,;
And so the general of hot desire

Was sleeping by a virgin hand disarm'd.

This brand she quenched in a cool well by,
Which from Love's fire took heat perpetual,
Growing a bath and healthful remedy

For men diseas'd; but I, my mistress' thrall,
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Came there for cure, and this by that | prove,
Love's fire heats water, water cools not love.
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